MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 5th March 2024 
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	Cllrs Stephenson (Chair), R Weston, A Curtis, J Hill, T Robinson & I McCord & resident Mrs Taylor.
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs Thorne & Llewellyn.

COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: Cllr Robinson declared a personal & prejudicial interest in Agenda item 9c.
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 6.2.24 were approved by all Councillors, and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.17pm.  Closed 7.57pm.  Notes attached.
Mrs Taylor leaves 7.41pm

Community Items: 
WNC - Rural Areas Settlement Hierarchy – Technical Engagement.  Cllr McCord stressed the importance of responding to this document.
Bus Service – Cllr McCord had escalated the matter to a Cabinet representative on West
Northamptonshire Council, and also planned to speak with the Britannia Bus operator himself.  

Parking in the village – Regrettably there was nothing that the PC could do about this issue – it was not a Police matter and WNC did not have the funds to provide any more parking areas.

Annual Parish Assembly – Cllr McCord indicated that Potterspury PC had decided not to hold this in 2024 – the Clerk would contact Potterspury PC to discuss.
New Projects: The Clerk was asked to obtain definitive advice from FCC regarding the extra piece of land required for the play area, which was leased by the PC to YGRC.
PLANNING MATTERS – Cllr McCord took no part in discussions.
Applications received: 
2024/0017/FULL, Moorgate Farm Shop, Moorgate Farm.  Details of the layout, scale, appearance, access and landscaping for approved WNS/2022/2196/OUT – Farm managers dwelling and associated development.  Cllrs had no comments to make.
2024/1015/FULL, 16 Brownsfield Road.  First floor side bedroom extension and to enlarge further bedroom and provide ensuite bathroom. Cllr Curtis took no part in discussions.  Cllrs commented "Councillors have no objections to this application, but would request that any concerns raised by neighbours be taken into account."

30 High Street.  Notification of tree works to 1 x Maple.  Noted.
Applications approved:  None.
Applications refused: None.
Other Planning: 
WNC Planning Enforcement had advised that formal planning applications had been received for the stone archway at The Old Packhorse, and the PC would be consulted in due course.

Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT:

Clerk’s salary Feb 24 = £564.89 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £141.20 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £38.92 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – Feb 24 = £50.00 (paid online).

DNH Contracts – dog bins Jan - £72.00 + £14.40 VAT = £86.40 (paid online)
Yardley Gobion Village Hall – room hire - £20.00 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr McCord and seconded by Cllr Stephenson.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £14.54
Play area fundraising = £145.00
Allotment rent = £80.00

YGRC – part mowing = £552.50

OTHER  

Bank balances – Lloyds Current - £8,135.39 (28.2.24) Lloyds Deposit - £13,184.31 (28.2.24), Scottish Widows - £2,116.17 (1.1.24)

Breakdown of costs against budget – as at the date of the Agenda an overspend of £1,170.95 for the year 23/24 was reported.
Reserves and review of earmarked reserves – the General Reserve of £10,000 had been set in the budget and from the remaining reserves of £12,530.86 after March payments, £2,000 was earmarked for street lighting Jan-March 24, £2,346 was earmarked for Football Foundation payment and £3,232.47 was earmarked for play area refurbishment.
Review and approval of Model Standing Orders – these had been circulated to all Cllrs and Cllr Stephenson proposed that they be approved.  Seconded by Cllr Hill.  All in favour.
Document Retention policy – Cllr Stephenson proposed that this be approved.  Seconded by Cllr Curtis.  All in favour 
Bank reconciliation 1/10/23 – 31/12/23.  This had been checked by Cllr Weston.  Noted & approved.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – No problems reported.
Village Trees & overgrown hedges and boundaries – Complaints had been received about overgrown hedges at 2 properties in the High Street, and vegetation obscuring visibility at the Grays Lane/Moorend Road junction. The Clerk had written to the residents concerned to request that the hedges be trimmed to improve visibility/ pedestrian access and some work had been carried out.
Allotments – It had been too wet recently for an inspection of the allotments to take place, but Cllr Robinson planned to visit at the next weekend.  All allotments were occupied and all plotholders had paid their rent.  An issue with the pest control had been raised at the recent allotment holder’s meeting and a quotation of £40 per month for mole control had been received.  The cost of this would need to be added to the allotment rent, and as only a few allotment holders had reported problems Cllrs agreed that they be asked to deal on an individual basis with the matter. 
Village Hall – At the January Committee meeting members had decided not to be included in the PC mowing contract, and confirmation of this in writing was awaited.  The next Committee meeting would be on 21st March.  Some large expenditure had recently been incurred to ensure compliance with Health & Safety matters.  The Clerk was awaiting confirmation from Enterprise Inns regarding what beverages could be sold at the Festival of Transport on the Coffee Pot field.
Recreation Centre – The AGM had recently been held, and was unfortunately sparsely attended.  However, a small profit was recorded in the year to 31st July 2023.
Playing fields - No problems reported. Cllr Weston had checked and tidied the seat in the Coffee Pot field and affixed signs to it indicating that the nearby bin should not be used for dog waste as there are 2 other bins specifically for dog waste in the field. 
Highways – No problems reported.
Mowing – the village wide mowing would begin on 11th March.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 11th April 2024, 7.00pm in Chestnut Road Chapel. 
Meeting closed 9.20pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Mrs Taylor outlined the progress they had made the project for refurbishing the School Lane field play area. They were still waiting for advice about the extra piece of land they required, which was the subject of a lease between the PC & YGRC.  They were drawing up the tender document, had recently raised £400 by a ‘Break the Rules’ day at school, and planned a bake sale during the Festival Week in July.

Cllr McCord’s report as Ward Councillor -
‘The early draft Local Plan was due to be published on 6th March.  The number of houses required had been drastically cut and most development was planned to be around Northampton.  There would be a formal consultation during April/May.

	

	   
	
	
	


