MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 11th April 2024 
	Present

5120
5121

5122

5123

5124

5125

5126

5127

5128

5129


	1.

2.

a)
b)
3.
a)
b)

4.

5.
a)
b)
c)

6.
7.

7.1

a)
b)

c)

d)

7.2
7.3
7.4

a)
b)

8.
8.1

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)
h)

i)

j)

k)

l)

m)

n)

o)

p)

q)

8.2
a)
b)

c)

8.3
a)

b)

c)

9.
a)

b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
10.
a)

	Cllrs Stephenson (Chair), J Thorne, A Curtis, T Robinson & I McCord & residents Mrs Taylor, Mr & Mrs Weston & Mr & Mrs Godden.
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs Weston, Hill & Llewellyn.

COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: None.
Annual Parish Assembly – Advice had been received from NCALC that it was not a requirement to hold this meeting, and as attendance over the past few years had been very sparse, Cllr Stephenson proposed that it not be held in 2024.  Seconded by Cllr Thorne.  All in favour.  The Clerk was asked to contact all the representatives of organisations who usually gave reports and advise that if they wished to make any reports they would be put on the website.
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 5.3.24 were approved by all Councillors, and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.07pm.  Closed 7.19pm.  Notes attached.
Mrs Taylor, Mr & Mrs Weston & Mr & Mrs Godden leave 7.40pm

Community Items: 
Request for consideration of a grant towards the Fundraising Week in the village – 6th- 13th July.

After discussion Cllr Curtis proposed a grant of £200.00, seconded by Cllr Robinson. All in favour. 
Message from proprietor of 89 bus service. The Clerk was asked to thank Mr Taylor for taking the time and trouble to explain to the PC why he had been unable to continue the 89 bus service. 
Police, Crime & Fire Commissioner election – 2nd May 2024 – Noted.
New Projects:  FCC, the grant provider, had confirmed that a Deed of Surrender was required as the extra piece of land required for the play area was leased by the PC to YGRC.  An indicative cost for this was £850.00 + VAT.  The play area committee had confirmed they wished that this be paid for from the funds already raised.  Cllr McCord then proposed that the PC formally engage Arnold Thomson to draw up the Deed of Surrender.  Seconded by Cllr Robinson.  All in favour.  Cllr McCord had drawn up a draft tender document and also spoken with Sutcliffe Play, who would be bidding for the work.
PLANNING MATTERS – Cllr McCord took no part in discussions.
Applications received: 
2024/1511/LBC, The Old Packhorse, 1 High Street.  Erection of a stone wall with archway and wooden gate at West end of South boundary (retrospective).  After discussion Cllrs had no comments to make.
2024/1515/FULL, The Old Packhorse, 1 High Street.  Erection of a stone wall with archway and wooden gate at West end of South boundary (retrospective).  After discussion Cllrs had no comments to make.
2024/1675/FULL, The Granary, Moorend Road.  Relocation and replacement of front door & adding new window to front elevation.  Construction of a porch.  Cllrs had ‘no observations.’
107 Hesketh Road.  Notification of tree works to T2 Acer.  Noted.
Applications approved:  None.
Applications refused: None.
Other Planning: 
Wharf Lane Stables – Appeal APP/W2845/W/23/3327711 – failure to determine application.  Noted.
Confirmation had been received from the Department of Transport to regularise the stopping up of three irregular shaped areas of highway at The Old Packhorse.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT:

Clerk’s salary Mar 24 = £564.69 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £141.40 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £38.92 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – Mar 24 = £50.00 (001657).

DNH Contracts – dog bins Mar - £72.00 + £14.40 VAT = £86.40 (paid online)
Yardley Gobion Village Hall – room hire - £20.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £1,000.00 + £200.00 VAT = £1,200.00 (paid online)
E.on – street lighting maintenance - £170.00 + £34.00 VAT = £204.00 (paid online)
E.i. group – Coffee Pot field rent - £37.50 + £7.50 VAT = £45.00 (paid online)
Npower Commercial Gas – Christmas tree electricity - £0.09 (paid online)
Npower Commercial Gas – street lighting - £1,821.08 + £369.84 VAT + £3.00 = £2,222.05 (paid by direct debit)

Bucks Pest Control – mole contract - £112.50 + £22.50 VAT = £135.00 (paid online)
Bucks Pest Control – pest control at allotments - £60.00 + £12.00 VAT = £72.00 (paid online)
CPRE Membership - £36.00 (paid online)
Connolly Accountants & Business Advisers – payroll - £153.00 + £30.06 VAT = £183.60 (paid by direct debit)

Viking – stationery - £61.40 + £12.28 VAT = £73.68 (paid online)
NALC/NCALC membership, & Internal Audit & Data Protection provision - £846.40 + £58.40 = £904.80 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr McCord and seconded by Cllr Curtis.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £14.56
Play area fundraising = £290.00
Allotment rent = £20.00

OTHER  

Bank balances – Lloyds Current - £7,522.38 (31.3.24) Lloyds Deposit - £13,198.87 (31.3.24), Scottish Widows - £2,116.17 (1.1.24)

NCALC – Appointment of Internal Auditor – to regularise the appointment of an internal auditor to the Council by NCALC from 1.4.24.
Clerk’s computer/printer – The Clerk had experienced problems with storage & inability to prepare & print the Agenda – Councillors agreed the engagement of Indexkey Ltd to give the PC’s technology a health check.  The Clerk was asked to obtain a quotation for the work and Cllr Curtis proposed the Chair & the Clerk be given delegated authority of up to £350.00 for the work.  Seconded by Cllr Robinson.  All in favour.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – No problems reported.
Village Trees – No problems reported.
Allotments – It had been too wet recently for an inspection of the allotments to take place, but Cllr Robinson planned to visit at the next opportunity.  
Village Hall – The AGM would take place in May, and with key Committee members resigning there was concern that the VH would have to close if no-one came forward to take on these roles.
Recreation Centre – No report.
Playing fields - No problems reported. 
Highways – No problems reported.  Cllr McCord raised the possibility of the A508 being resurfaced.
Mowing – the village wide mowing had begun on 11th March and no problems had been reported.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL – 7th May 2024, 7.15pm in the Village Hall, followed by
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING. 
Meeting closed 8.05pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Mrs Taylor outlined the progress they had made the project for refurbishing the School Lane field play area. The Play Area refurbishment group had given authority for the use of funds to pay for legal work to regularise the situation with the extra piece of land they required, which was the subject of a lease between the PC & YGRC.  They were working on the tender document, and wanted to ensure the application form was completed correctly.

Mr Weston outlined his reasons for submitting the planning application for The Granary.

Mr & Mrs Godden outlined the reasons for submitting the retrospective planning applications for The Old Packhorse.

Cllr McCord’s report as Ward Councillor -
The early draft Local Plan was out for consultation, and the number of houses required had been drastically cut and most development was planned to be around Northampton. He stressed the importance of encouraging everyone to take part.
With regard to Furtho Pit, the Environment Agency required a full ecological survey over 12 months, which would be completed during the summer months.

	

	   
	
	
	


