MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 14th April 2026 
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	Cllrs Ms L Stephenson (Chair), L Coleman, Ms T Robinson, Mrs V Godden, C Robinson, Mrs (later Cllr) L Williams, Mrs J-A Taylor (Play Area Group) & residents from Moorend. 
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs I McCord, Mrs S Wilkinson-Hargate & WNC Ward Cllr Dabbs.
COUNCIL MATTERS
Declaration of Interest: Cllr Godden declared an interest in Agenda item 5 a).
Chair’s Announcement: There had been reports in the local press about social media posts made by WNC Ward Cllr Dabbs.  Cllr Stephenson restated that the Council did not condone such behaviour.
Co-Option of new Councillor – Mrs Linda Williams had indicated an interest in becoming a Councillor.  Cllr Stephenson proposed that she be co-opted onto the Council.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.  Mrs Williams signed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office, witnessed by the Clerk.
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 3.3.26 were approved by all Councillors and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: 
Request from residents of Moorend that the Council consider a contract for cutting the grass outside their properties.  The Chair advised that as a decision was made on this matter in February of this year it could not be discussed again for 6 months in line with the PC’s Standing Orders.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 6.07pm - Closed 6.25pm.  Notes attached.
Moorend residents leave 6.30pm

COMMUNITY ITEMS – 
Village Festival Week – commencing 9th May.  Councillors had received details of this from the Festival organisers and after discussion Cllr Stephenson proposed that the Council make a grant of £200 towards the cost of providing teas for the village on Hospitality Sunday – 10th May.  Seconded by Cllr C Robinson.  All in favour.
CommMiniBus – CommMiniBus advised they were considering a new bus route from Yardley to Towcester, but had no further details.
NEW PROJECTS – 
Quotations for the refurbishment of School Lane play area – Quotations had been received from 
Kompan, Sutcliffe Play & Play Source Ltd.  For a similar layout and with similar warranties both 

Sutcliffe Play & Kompan had quoted c£55,000 + VAT  while Play Source were more expensive at 

c£64,000 + VAT.  The Group considered that as Kompan had added more attractive details into 

their quotation and were also a local company they were the preferred option.  Cllr Stephenson 

proposed that the quotation from Kompan be approved.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.

Mrs Taylor leaves 6.40pm
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: None
Applications approved: None

Applications refused:  None. 

Other Planning:  None
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 
Clerk’s salary March 26 = £604.18 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £151.20 (paid by direct debit)
Nat Ins = £50.76 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £44.23 (paid by direct debit)
Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – March 26 = £50.00 (001680).

Yardley Gobion Village Hall – room hire - £20.00 (paid online)
Lloyds Bank Account fee - £4.75 + £6.39 = £11.14
Npower Business Solutions – street lighting - £1,997.75 + £399.55 VAT = £2,397.30 (paid by direct debit).

Npower Business Solutions – Christmas tree  lighting - £1.43 + 0.07p VAT = £1.50 (paid online)
Northants CALC Ltd – Membership, Internal Audit fee and Data protection Officer fee - £919.96 + £63.55 VAT = £983.51 (paid online)
Arnold Thomson Ltd – Fees in connection with Deed of Surrender of Part of Recreation Ground - £52.00 + £1.40 VAT = £53.40 (paid online)
L C Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – Mowing Contract - £920.00 + £184.00 VAT = £1,104.00 (paid online)
Connolly Accountants Ltd – Payroll processing 25/26 - £1610.300 + £32.00 = £192.00 (paid by direct debit).

BT Broadband timing adjustment = £2.48 (paid by direct debit)

Proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr Williams.  All in favour.
Payments Received:
Allotment Rent = £70.00

Lloyds Bank interest = £14.93

Goat Field rent = £120.00

YGRC Field Rent = £52.00

YGRC – Mowing contribution = £975.00

OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £4,962.43 (31.3.26) Lloyds Deposit - £38,932.27 (31.3.26)

Approval of change of payroll provider – Connolly Accountants had changed their payroll processes and the new processes were not in line with current Council regulations.  RKW Accountants at Pury Hill Business Park offered the required payroll process at the same cost. Cllr Stephenson proposed they be employed as the new payroll provider with authority to make payments to HMRC by direct debit.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.
New PC Printer – The PC printer had displayed an error message which indicated it would soon need replacing.  Cllr Stephenson proposed a delegated authority of up to £200 + VAT for the Clerk when a new printer was required.  Seconded by Cllr T Robinson.  All in favour.
Transfers between current and deposit accounts – noted.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – Nothing to report.
Village Trees – Nothing to report.
Allotments – No reported problems.
Recreation Centre – Cllr Robinson had attended the most recent meeting on behalf of the PC, but had nothing to report.
Playing fields – Nothing to report.
Highways – Nothing to report.

Mowing – Nothing to report
Urgent business - The Chairman to advise whether they have agreed to any items of urgent business being admitted to the Agenda.  There were no items of urgent business.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
5th May 2026 – 7.15pm in the Village Hall
Meeting closed 7.00pm.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION

Mrs Taylor on behalf of the Play Area group advised the work they had carried out in the past years to obtain quotations, and presented those from Kompan,  Sutcliffe & Play Source Ltd. - 
Residents from Moorend restated their request that cutting the grassy areas outside their properties  either be included in the current mowing contract via a variation of terms, or a separate contract be set up, and asked the Council to reconsider at the next contract negotiations.
The Chair advised that as a decision was made on this matter in February of this year it could not be discussed again for 6 months in line with the PC’s Standing Orders.

	


