MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 6th August 2024 
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	Cllrs Stephenson (Chair), J Thorne, I McCord Ms L Llewellyn, Ms T Robinson, A Curtis & residents Mrs (later Cllr) Godden & Mrs Taylor. 
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs J Hill & R Weston.
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Co-Option of new Councillor.  Mrs Vanessa Godden had indicated an interest in becoming a Councillor.  Cllr Stephenson proposed that she be co-opted onto the Council.  Seconded by Cllr Robinson.  All in favour.  Mrs Godden signed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office, witnessed by the Clerk.
Declaration of Interest: Cllr Godden declared an interest in Agenda item 7.2a.
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 2.7.24 were approved by all Councillors, and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.20pm.  Closed 7.35pm.  Notes attached
Allotments – The Chair agreed this item be taken early as Cllr Robinson had indicated she would need to leave by 8pm.  An inspection had taken place and 5 allotments did not appear to have been worked on recently – the Clerk was asked to write to plotholders and ask their intentions.  The mowing contractor would be asked to tidy up an area by allotment 8, and strim the side paths.  He would also be asked to quote for cutting the inside of the hedge along by the road.  Cllr Thorne & the Clerk were given delegated authority to agree a cost of up to £100.00 for this work.

Community Items: 
It had been suggested that the PC become involved in the Community Speedwatch project.  Cllr Stephenson proposed that the PC sign up to the Community Speedwatch programme.  Seconded by Cllr Robinson. Cllrs Godden, Llewellyn & Thorne voted for the proposal – Cllrs McCord and Curtis abstained.  Proposal carried.
All Cllrs were in favour of trialling the advisory 20mph signs around the village.

Winter gritting schedule.  The WNC winter gritting schedule is reviewed in September.  Cllr Barter had written to WNC to request that YG & Potterspury should be classed as ‘precautionary’ villages not ‘adverse’.  The Clerk would also write to WNC.
Local Transport Plan consultation – Cllrs were reminded about this consultation that runs until October.  The Clerk had attended a briefing session and there were various virtual and in person drop in events being run. 
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: None.
Applications approved: 
2024/2746/S73 & 2024/2768/LBC – The Old Packhorse.  Variation of Condition 2 to change the position of the East-West wall to align with the house, to replace curved all with straight, to have name plaques carved in Cadeby Stone and integral to the walls on either side of the gate.  11 conditions.

2024/2729/FULL – Northways, 10 Moorend Road.  Proposed partial conversion of existing garage, single storey rear extensions and internal alterations.  4 conditions.
Applications refused: None.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT:

Clerk’s salary July 24 = £564.89 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £141.20 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £41.75 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – July 24 = £50.00 (001661).

DNH Contracts – dog bins July - £72.00 + £14.40 VAT = £86.40 (paid online)
Yardley Gobion VH – room hire - £10.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £920.00 + £184.00 VAT = £1,104.00 (paid online)
Npower – electricity - £1,435.72 + £71.79 VAT = £1,507.51 (paid by direct debit) + £3.00 underpayment on previous invoice.

Ms L Ratcliffe – contribution to telephone bill - £25.76

Viking – stationery - £61.04 + £12.21 VAT = £73.25

Playsafety Ltd – ROSPA inspection - £164.00 + £32.80 VAT = £196.80

Proposed by Cllr McCord and seconded by Cllr Robinson.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £42.92
Play Area fundraising = £335.00
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £7,825.37 (1.8.24) Lloyds Deposit - £42,288.99 (1.8.24), 
Request from Cllr Weston that Councillors consider remuneration for clearing the footpath behind Warren Road.  Cllr Weston had incurred unapproved expenditure.  Cllr Stephenson proposed that his request for remuneration be refused.  Seconded by Cllr McCord.  Cllrs Curtis, Llewellyn & Godden abstained.  Cllr Stephenson used her casting vote and the request was refused.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – Advice as to how to proceed with the financial aspect of the moving of the lighting column had been received from NCALC; the Clerk & the Chair had liaised with the resident concerned and the work would be carried out in the near future.
Recreation Centre – Cllr Weston’s written report indicated that the change of Trustees was in progress.  There was also talk of purchasing a mower.
Complaint about grass cutting – School Lane playing field.  A resident was concerned about the height of the grass left the day after it had been cut, damage to the grass when it was being cut, and the overall standard of the work carried out.  Cllrs would investigate.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 3rd September 2024, 7.15pm in the Village Hall. 
Meeting closed 8.25pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Mrs Taylor gave a quick summary of how plans for the new play area were progressing.  Cllr Stephenson advised that the paperwork for the new lease between YGRC and the PC was with solicitors and in progress. 
As Ward Cllr, Cllr McCord advised that the new government had increased the requirement for the number of new homes in WNC by 22% - approx. 500 more per year. There is also reference to increasing the costs of planning fees and allowing these to be set locally.

	

	   
	
	
	


