MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 3rd December 2024 
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	Cllrs Stephenson (Chair), J Thorne, Ms L Llewellyn, J Hill, A Curtis, Ms T Robinson, Mrs V Godden & I McCord.
Apologies for Absence: None
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: Cllr Godden declared a personal & prejudicial interest in Agenda item 7.4 a), Cllr Stephenson declared an interest in Agenda item 8.1 j) & Cllr Curtis declared an interest in Agenda item 9 c).
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 5.11.24 were approved by all Councillors, and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.15pm.  Closed 7.36pm.  Notes attached.

Community Items: Nothing to report.
New Projects: Nothing to report.
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: None.
Applications approved: None.
Applications refused: None.
Other Planning:  Cllr Godden left the room

a) Dept for Transport - Draft Variation Order: EM/5900: Proposal to make a variation order for the stopping up of highway at 1 High Street.  After discussion Cllr Stephenson proposed the following response ‘Yardley Gobion Parish Council does not have any comments to make concerning the proposed variation, but is aware there is an ongoing dispute over the land between nos 1 and 3 High Street as shown on the enclosed plan.’  Seconded by Cllr Curtis.  Cllr McCord abstained – all others in favour.  Cllr Godden returned.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: Cllr McCord took the Chair for this Agenda item.
Arnold Thomson – fee on account - £50.00

Clerk’s salary Nov 24 = £585.84 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £146.40 (paid by direct debit)
Clerk’s expenses – postage = £4.30

BT Broadband = £41.75 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – Nov 24 = £50.00 (001663).

Yardley Gobion VH – room hire - £20.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £460.00 + £92.00 VAT = £552.00 (paid online)
Ms C Davies – refund of allotment deposit = £40.00 (paid online)
Ms L Stephenson – mileage & parking - WNC Chair Civic Event, plus attendance at meeting with solicitors.  34 miles at 45p per mile = £15.30 + parking @ £2.20.  Total = £17.50. (paid online)
Viking – stationery - £69.13 + £13.83 VAT = £82.96n (paid online)
TEEC Ltd – work on yardleygobionparishcouncil.gov.uk - £259.99 + £52.00 VAT = £311.99 (paid online)
Bucks Pest Control – allotment site - £60.00 + £12.00 = £72.00 (paid online)
Bucks Pest Control – mole control - £112.50 + £22.50 VAT = £135.00 (paid online)
Yardley Gobion Recreation Centre – grant towards village events = £750.00 (paid online)

Society of Local Council Clerks – annual subscription = £150.00 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr McCord and seconded by Cllr Hill.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £48.31
Play Area fundraising = £101.00
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £5,199.87 (26.11.24) Lloyds Deposit - £50,451.17 (28.11.24), 
Land behind 53/55 Hesketh Road.  Cllr Stephenson had spoken with Arnold Thomson solicitors and their recommendation was that the Parish Council grant a Deed of Easement, for the benefit of the second field. The Deed of Easement would regularise the use of the access and within this the PC would have the ability to impose an obligation on the estate of the late Mrs Upton, and indeed all future owners, to maintain and keep the area in a good state of repair and condition.  Cllrs first discussed the possibility of keeping the land in question, and after discussion Cllr McCord proposed that the PC keep the land.  Seconded by Cllr Stephenson.  All in favour.  Next Cllr McCord proposed that the PC proceed to grant a Deed of Easement as recommended.  Seconded by Cllr Stephenson.  All in favour.  It was noted that these matters could not be revisited for 6 months, according to the PC’s Standing Orders.
Reserves policy – The document had been distributed to all Councillors for consideration, and Cllr Stephenson proposed they be adopted as prepared.  Seconded by Cllr Robinson.  All in favour.
Coffee Pot field lease. Stonegate’s Estates Project Manager had offered a 10-year lease with a break clause for both parties at 5 years, which Councillors had agreed.  Unfortunately, nothing further had been heard from Stonegate.  

Notification from Lloyds Bank that current account would be changed to a Community Account for 14th January 2025, with a monthly fee of £4.25.  Noted.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – PL71 in Highcroft Close had failed and been reported to E.on.
Village Trees – Cllr Stephenson had asked Gulliver’s Tree Solutions for advice about the pink hawthorn trees at the entrance to the village to see if any action was required, and was awaiting their response.
Allotments – Cllr Robinson asked that plotholders had requested that the hedge alongside the road be cut.  It was expected that this would cost in the region of £250.  In view of this and the overspend against income of £500 in 2023 Cllr Stephenson proposed the rent per allotment for 2025 be set at £25.00.  Seconded by Cllr McCord.  Cllr Curtis abstained – all others in favour. 
Recreation Centre – The Recreation Centre were still advertising for a new steward and looking at purchasing a mower.
Village Hall – The VH Management Committee had met on 21st November, and things were going well. The Christmas Fayre on 30th November had been very successful.
Playing fields – nothing to report.
Highways – Further to the gritting review and pressure from Cllr McCord, Yardley Gobion had now been added to the precautionary gritting network, however, it was not certain that any gritting had actually been carried out.
Mowing – The mowing season had now finished, but the contractor had quoted £1,725 for cutting the hedge in the Coffee Pot field, clearing the Coffee Pot field near Chestnut Road, and completing the clearance of the footpath leading from the Warren Road garages to the BT Exchange.  Cllr McCord proposed this be approved.  Seconded by Cllr Stephenson.  All in favour.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: TBA
ALLOTMENT HOLDER’S MEETING FOLLOWED BY

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
Meeting closed 8.15pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Mrs Godden advised that the Variation Order EM/5900 was to correct an administrative error in Made Order EM/5549.
Cllr McCord advised that with the change of Government a greater number of new houses were required and it was likely that the sites at Old Stratford and Deanshanger would be proposed again.  The WNC budget had been published, and the car in the ditch at the second Cosgrove turn had been removed after a year.  The Planning Inspector had allowed the appeal for land east of The Meadows, Old Stratford for an affordable residential development comprising 32 dwellings including public open space, localised land remodelling, flood storage, structural planting and access.

He noted that the application 2024/1528/OUT for outline planning permission with all matters reserved except for access for the erection of six self and custom build properties at Allotment Gardens, Poundfield Road, Potterspury would be considered on 5th December by the South Planning Committee.
 


	

	   
	
	
	


