MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 5th December 2023 
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	Cllrs I McCord (Chair), T Robinson, J Thorne, R Weston, A Curtis, L Llewellyn, Ward Cllr Pritchard & resident Mrs Sharp.
Apologies for Absence: Cllr Stephenson
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: Cllr Curtis declared an interest in Agenda item 9.c).
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 7.11.23 were approved by all Councillors, and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.16pm.  Closed 7.36pm.  Notes attached.
Community Items: Parish Council noticeboard in Hortonsfield Road.  The pinboard had disintegrated and a budget of £25 was agreed for Cllr Curtis to replace the surface.
New Projects: Nothing further.
PLANNING MATTERS – Cllr McCord abstained in discussions.
Applications received: 
2023/6986/FULL, 1 Hortonsfield Road.  Attached dwelling and associated works.  Cllrs commented as follows "Councillors have no objections to the principal of development on this site, but have serious concerns about the effect this would have on the current access and parking arrangements along a narrow unadopted road with no off-street parking or turning area, and would request that Highways undertake a site visit. Additionally, Councillors would request that any objections raised by neighbours are taken into account when determining the application."

78 Hesketh Road – tree works to reduce 2 x Silver birch by 40% due to size & condition.  Noted.
Applications approved: None.
Applications refused: None.
Other Planning: Tulipa tree at 40 Hesketh Road – Cllr McCord advised that the tree was suffering from a poisonous root infection.  He noted a small replacement tree had been planted.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT:

Clerk’s salary Nov 23 = £767.62 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £191.80 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £38.92 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – Oct 23 = £50.00 (001654).

DNH Contracts – dog bins Sept - £90.00 + £18.00 VAT = £108.00 (paid online)
Yardley Gobion Village Hall – room hire - £20.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £1,000.00 + £200.00 VAT = £1,200.00 (paid online)
SLCC Membership 2024 = £148.00 (paid online)
Ms L Stephenson – mileage to attend NCALC Annual meeting – Moulton.  32 miles @ .45p per mile = £14.40 (paid online)
Viking – stationery - £67.32 + £12.26 VAT = £79.58 (paid online)
The Old Mail = £500.00 (paid online)
Willen Hospice = £350.00 (paid online)
Warks & N’hants Air Ambulance = £500.00 (paid online)
Yardley Gobion Recreation Centre fireworks £400.00 + children’s Christmas party £100.00 = £500.00 (paid online)
Cubs & Beavers trip = £200.00 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr McCord and seconded by Cllr Robinson.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £20.96
OTHER  

Bank balances – Lloyds Current - £8,750.92 (30.11.23) Lloyds Deposit - £15,137.01 (30.11.23), Scottish Widows - £2,107.98 (1.10.23)

Breakdown of costs against budget – presented and noted.

Reserves - £16,898.75 was available, which included £10,000 as a general reserve, an amount that was recommended by JPAG & £2,032.64 ringfenced for the play area refurbishment. 

It was agreed that the F&GP Committee should meet to look at future commitments & the Precept and then report back with their recommendations to the January PC meeting.

Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – No problems reported.
Village Trees – (See Public Open Session notes below) It was agreed to leave the trees on the green opposite Asana Lodge as is and revisit the matter with the mowing contract in 2024.
Allotments – Inspection pending.  Cllr Curtis asked for a further analysis of allotment costs.  The annual rent would be discussed at the forthcoming F&GP Committee meeting.
Village Hall – It had been decided that the Festival of Transport would be held in the Coffee Pot field and the offer from YGRC to host the event had been declined.
Recreation Centre – The soundproof music practice room was almost complete.  Cllr McCord would investigate the possibility of a blue bin to accommodate recyclable items.
Playing fields - No problems reported.  Plans for the play area had been circulated and further details were awaited.  The Council’s financial contribution would be discussed at the forthcoming F&GP Committee meeting. It had been suggested that some equipment be placed in the area next to the Recreation Centre building, and the Recreation Centre Committee were to be asked for their thoughts on this.
Highways – No problems reported, however, Cllr McCord had noted that YG and Potterspury were only gritted when adverse weather conditions were expected, not as a precautionary measure.  Other much smaller villages were being gritted and Cllrs McCord and Pritchard would take this matter up with Keir/WNC.
WNC Highways would be contacted for their views on whether anything could be done to mitigate the deteriorating conditions at the junction of Moorend Road with Hesketh Road due to delivery vehicles and buses cutting the corner.

Mowing – The last invoices had been received and the 2023 mowing season was now over. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
Allotment Holder’s meeting – 7pm 9th January 2024 at Chestnut Road Chapel.
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 9th January immediately after Allotment Holder’s meeting
Meeting closed 8.27pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Mrs Sharp expressed her concerns about the deteriorating conditions of the road/grass/kerb at the Moorend Road/Hesketh Road junction; parking and damage to the grass verge outside Asana Lodge and the area under the trees on the grassy area opposite Asana Lodge, which had not been mown by the contractor as they were unable to get underneath the lower branches. Ward Cllr Pritchard would investigate if any action could be taken to improve the situation.
Cllr Pritchard also mentioned that an ecology report had been requested for the Furtho Pit site, together with more data with regard to the traffic report.  
He advised that Cllr McCord had worked very hard on an application for 9 self-build houses at Potterspury, which had been refused on the following grounds “The proposed development would lie outside of the settlement confines of Potterspury and would therefore lie in the open countryside. The proposal would not meet the exceptions set out for self-build dwellings in the open countryside, since it has not been demonstrated that the development would help to meet an identified demand”. 
A consultation on the draft budget was pending, and a new Chief Fire Officer had been appointed.  

	

	   
	
	
	


