MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 2nd December 2025 
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	Cllrs Ms L Stephenson (Chair), Mrs J-A Taylor, Mrs L Williams,  Mrs V Godden & C Robinson & resident Mrs H Westlake.
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs L Coleman, Ms S Wilkinson-Hargate, Ms T Robinson & I McCord & WNC Cllr Dabbs.
COUNCIL MATTERS
Declaration of Interest: Cllr Stephenson declared an interest in Agenda item 8.1 s) & took no part in discussions, Cllr Godden declared an interest in Agenda item 5 & Cllr Taylor declared an interest in Agenda item 9 c).
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 4.11.25 were approved by all Councillors and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.20pm, Closed 7.25pm.  Notes attached.
COMMUNITY ITEMS –  Future provision of burial space in the village – Please see Notes from the Public Open Session.
NEW PROJECTS – School Lane field - Lease for surrender of part of Recreation Ground.  The lease was presented for signature.  Cllr Robinson proposed that the Parish Council resolve to approve and complete the Deed of Surrender and the Chair (Cllr Stephenson) & the Clerk (Ms Ratcliffe) be authorised to sign the documents on behalf of Yardley Gobion Parish Council.  Seconded by Cllr Williams.  All in favour.  The Chair & the Clerk duly signed the documents.
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: 
2025/4606/FULL – Potterspury Lodge School.  Expand existing car park,  alterations to elevations 
of the gymnasium & creation of outdoor teaching spaces.  Cllrs had no objections to this 
application.
Applications approved: None

Applications refused:  None. 

Other Planning:  

WNC Consultation – Infrastructure & Developer Contributions Supplementary Planning 

Document – closing 21st December.

Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 
Clerk’s salary Nov 25 = £604.38 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £151.00 (paid by direct debit)
Nat Ins = £50.76 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £44.23 (paid by direct debit)
Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – November 25 = £50.00 (001677).

Yardley Gobion Village Hall  – room hire - £10.00 (paid online)
Lloyds Bank Account fee - £4.75
Arnold Thomson – fee in connection with surrender of Recreation Ground - £984.40 (paid online)
Yardley Gobion Recreation Centre – contribution to winter events - £750.00 (paid online)
The Old Mail - £500.00 (paid online)
Warwickshire & Northamptonshire Air Ambulance - £500.00 (paid online)
Willen Hospice - £350.00 (paid online)
Bucks Pest Control – mole control contract - £112.50 + £22.50 VAT = £135.00 (paid online)
Bucks Pest Control – allotment pest control - £60.00 + £12.00 VAT = £72.00 (paid online)
TEEC Ltd – website hosting - £189.99 + £38.00 VAT = £227.99 (paid online)
West Northamptonshire Council – Uncontested Parish Election Recharge - £64.50 (paid online)
Information Commissioner – Renewal of Data Protection registration - £47.00 (paid by direct debit)

Stoke Lodge Farm Ltd – purchase of Christmas Tree - £105.00 + £20.00 VAT = £125.00 (paid online)
Ms L Stephenson – mileage to solicitors in conjunction with PC legal matters – 26 miles @ 45p per mile = £11.70 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr Godden and seconded by Cllr Taylor.  All in favour (Cllr Stephenson took no part in voting for this Agenda item)
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £26.62
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £3,621.41 (27.11.25) Lloyds Deposit - £48853.48 (27.11.25)
Breakdown of Costs YTD 30/11/25 – Councillors had been provided with details of the YTD costs, which showed all areas apart from legal costs which had been incurred were within budget, and the Reserves were looking healthy. 
26/27 Budget & Precept setting arrangements – it was agreed that the Clerk would prepare financial information for Cllrs prior to January’s PC meeting.
To note Fidelity Guarantee insured amount of £250,000 – noted.
Transfers between current and deposit accounts – noted.
Code of Conduct review and approval – Approval proposed by Cllr Godden and seconded by Cllr Stephenson.  All in favour.
Financial Regulations review & approval – Approval proposed by Cllr Godden and seconded by Cllr Stephenson.  All in favour.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – No issues raised.
Village Trees - The village tree survey is awaited.
Allotments – Cllrs discussed the date and time for the Allotment Holder’s meeting and agreed 6th January at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  After discussion and review of costs Cllr Robinson proposed the rent for 2026 be increased to £30.00 per plot.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.  It had been noted that weeds and stinging nettles were growing through the fence from the Goat Field into the adjoining allotments and the tenant would be requested to clear the area.  Additionally advice had been received from Gulliver’s Tree Solutions that the willow trees at the boundary of the field should be hard cut back and a far bigger trench between the trees and the allotments should be dug to prevent the ingress of the roots into the allotment site.
Recreation Centre – Cllr Godden had attended a recent YGRC Committee meeting and would review the Lease between the PC & YGRC and advise Cllrs of the salient points.
Playing fields – No issues raised.
Highways – Nothing to report.

Mowing – End of season.

Police Liaison report – Cllr Williams advised that she was very disappointed with the Police response to the recent vandalism and theft at the allotments.  No one had attended and the Police Officer Cllr McCord suggested she should contact regarding the matter – Inspector Jonathan Davis-Lyons – was yet to respond to her. She also reported cars had been stolen in the local area. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
6th January 2026 – 7.30pm Yardley Gobion Village Hall
Allotment Holder’s meeting

Parish Council Meeting – 6pm 16th January 2026 – Chestnut Road 
Chapel
Meeting closed 8.10pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Mrs Westlake had produced a report setting out the current situation with regard to burials in the village as the PCC felt burial space was rapidly running out, with 15 reserved plots in the churchyard and only space for a further 10.  Cllr Stephenson indicated that she and Cllr McCord were willing to join a working group and would meet with the PCC in the New Year to discuss the matter further.
As Ward Cllr, Cllr McCord sent the following report “Full council met last week the highlights were to approve another £1m to the final costs for the Market Square in Northampton. This brings the total spent to £13.5m, the original budget was £8.5m

 

Council also approved a budget to fix up a building that NPH had for homeless provision which, due to some mess up got overlooked then squatters arrived and damaged it.  The premises have to be returned to the landlord in the same condition as when they started the lease and it's your council tax cash that is required.

 

Cabinet agreed to bring back in house, Northamptonshire Partnership Homes (NPH).  This will take number of months to complete all the stages but will end the arms length arrangement and put council houses directly under the control of WNC.  There is not a lot of effect to us as the former council housing was sold off in 2008.

 

I have nothing new to report on the major planning applications that we are aware of.

 

My Place and Resources Scrutiny Committee has agreed to conduct a review on the operation of S106 agreements.  I am keen to get the Parish Council view as I think there are many who just want to know, how much they may have, how to get hold of it, what it can be spent on and what are the conditions.  If anyone has ideas and wants to feed in, please let me know and I will put them forward.  This will probably be a new year activity once the budget is done.

 

WNC are continuing to work on its budget.  The draft settlement will be give about 19 December and until then it is all guesswork as to what may happen.  This year the government will give the results of the Fair Funding Review.  In theory that will rebalance London and everywhere else, but what will happen in practise is unknown at the moment.   WNC have been working on a best, worst and realistic case models which have somewhere between a balanced budget and up to £10m still to find for the year starting 1 Apr 26.”

	


