MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 14th January 2025 
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	Cllrs Stephenson (Chair), J Thorne, A Curtis, V Godden & I McCord.
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs T Robinson & J Hill
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: Cllr Stephenson declared a personal & prejudicial interest in Agenda item 7.1 a) & Cllr Thorne declared an interest in Agenda item 7.1a).
Resignation of Linda Llewellyn as Councillor and announcement of a Casual Vacancy.  The Clerk was asked to write to Ms Llewellyn and thank her for her contributions to the Council, especially in the preparation of the Emergency Plan.
Committee Membership – Due to resignations there were vacancies on the Finance & General Purposes and Planning sub-Committees.  Cllr Stephenson proposed Cllr Godden join these Committees.  Seconded by Cllr Curtis.  All in favour.

Recruitment Campaign – Due to resignations there were now only 7 Council members, and Cllr Godden and the Clerk had prepared a poster and wording to be delivered to residents to encourage participation in Parish Council meetings.  Cllr McCord would look at printing costs.

Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 3.12.24 were approved by all Councillors, and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 8pm.  Closed 8.04pm.  Notes attached.

Community Items: Nothing to report.
New Projects: Nothing further to report.
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: Cllrs Stephenson & Thorne left the room & Cllr McCord took the Chair for this Agenda item.
2024/5815/FULL & 2024/5817/LBC – 37/39 Moorend Road.  Internal alterations including demolition works.  Forming part of the openings and construction of lean-to porch.  After discussion Cllr McCord proposed "Councillors have no objections to this application, but would request that any concerns raised by neighbours are taken into account when the application is determined."  All in favour.
Cllrs Stephenson & Thorne returned to the meeting.
Applications approved: None.
Applications refused: None.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 
Clerk’s salary Dec 24 = £585.64 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £146.60 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £41.75 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – Dec 24 = £50.00 (001664).

DNH Contracts – dog bins Nov/Dec 24 - £108.00 + £21.60 VAT = £129.60 (paid online)
Yardley Gobion VH – room hire - £10.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – hedging - £775.00 + £155.00 VAT = £930.00 (paid online)
E.on – Street lighting maintenance - £170.00 + £34.00 VAT = £204.00 (paid online)
Npower Commercial Gas Ltd – street lighting - £1,809.09 + £361.82 VAT = £2,170.91 (paid by direct debit).

Rodent Warrior – Christmas Tree for Elm Green - £96.00 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr McCord.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £38.70
Goat field = £120.00
Allotment rent = £250.00
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £5,610.13 (8.1.25) Lloyds Deposit - £47,489.87 (8.1.25)
Coffee Pot field lease. Stonegate’s Estates Project Manager had offered a 10-year lease with a break clause for both parties at 5 years, which Councillors had agreed.  Unfortunately, nothing further had been heard from Stonegate.  

Request from Cllr Robinson that Councillors consider purchase of a salt spreader for village roads.

After careful consideration Cllrs reluctantly decided to refuse this request, because as the Council was not responsible for clearing roads the insurance ramifications were too great. 
Review of donations 24/25 – Councillors considered the remaining donations and after discussion Cllr Stephenson proposed that the Council in accordance with its powers under Section 142 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, was in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and would benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure – a donation of £500.00 to The Old Mail. Also, that the Council, in accordance with its powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in its opinion, was in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and would benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure – Willen Hospice - £350.00 and Warks & Northants Air Ambulance - £500.00.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.
Budget 25/26. a draft budget prepared by the Chair & the Clerk was discussed  – Salaries £10,600, Administration £1,500 Street lighting £7,500, Mowing £8,000, Playing field maintenance £4,346, Playing field equipment £5,375, Other £5,000 and Section 137 £2,500.  The total budget was £44,821, utilising £2,346 for Football Foundation payment & £5,375 for play area grant application from earmarked reserves and £500 from general reserves, together with non-Precept income of £1,000.
Cllr McCord then proposed the budget of £44,821 as discussed be approved.  Seconded by Cllr Stephenson.  All in favour.
Precept 25/26 – Cllr McCord then proposed a Precept of £35,600 which, plus £8,221 from reserves together with non-Precept income of £1,000 equals the agreed budget.  Seconded by Cllr Stephenson.  All in favour.
Bank reconciliation 1/10/24 – 31/12/24 – checked and noted.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – the resident at 21 Moorend Road had asked for improved lighting in that location.  After discussion Councillors considered that the lighting provided was adequate and they did not feel it was necessary to install additional lighting in that area, which was similarly lit to many other areas in the village.
Village Trees – Cllr Stephenson had asked Gulliver’s Tree Solutions for advice about the pink hawthorn trees at the entrance to the village to see if any action was required, and was awaiting their response.  Residents in Chestnut Road had asked for branches from the Coffee Pot field overhanging their property to be cut back, and it was agreed that they be advised that as the branches overhang their boundary they are within right to cut these back themselves.
Allotments – The annual allotment holder’s meeting had just taken place with a report to follow.  
Recreation Centre – The Recreation Centre’s AGM had taken place previously, and 2 new Committee members had been welcomed.  A new bar manager had been appointed. Whilst it had been a difficult year the Club had broken even.
Village Hall – The VH Management Committee would meet shortly.
Playing fields – nothing to report.
Highways – Cllr McCord noted a large pothole had appeared next to the one that had been temporarily repaired in Moorend Road.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 4th February, 7.15pm in the Village Hall
Meeting closed 9.35pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Cllr McCord advised that there were two WNC consultations open, one for the climate change strategy, which was closing soon & the other for the budget.  The Council had recently met to discuss the devolution options for West Northamptonshire. Unfortunately the Speed Limit Review Panel has rejected the Council’s request for a 30mph speed limit in Moorend Road.  He had reported a problem with the lighting on the A5 around the Super Sausage and also noted the light at the junction of Grafton Road with the A508 which was on permanently and facing away from the road. 
 


	

	   
	
	
	


