MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 16th January 2026 
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	Cllrs Ms L Stephenson (Chair), Mrs J-A Taylor, Mrs S Wilkinson-Hargate, Mrs V Godden & I McCord & WNC Cllr Dabbs.
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs L Coleman, Ms T Robinson, C Robinson & Mrs L Williams.
COUNCIL MATTERS
Declaration of Interest: None
Report from Climate & Nature Champion – Cllr Wilkinson-Hargate had attended a meeting of some 70 people on 19th November.  She would be attending a further meeting on 27th January about Local Nature Recovery Strategy. The aim for the Champions is to a) Advocate for local environmental action b) Share updates and best practices  c) Encourage community participation  and d) Promote awareness and support local projects.
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 2.12.25 were approved by all Councillors and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 6.10pm, Closed 6.28pm.  Notes attached.
COMMUNITY ITEMS – Invitation to join Community Speedwatch 2026 – The PC wished to be kept informed but not take part this year.
NEW PROJECTS – Play Area tenders – Cllr McCord had been in contact with NCALC for advice as legislation had changed and it may not be necessary to advertise on the find-tender-service site.  Further advice would be sought.
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: None
Applications approved: None

Applications refused:  None. 

Other Planning:  
The consultation on the draft Local Plan was not yet open but information was

available on the WNC website.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 
Clerk’s salary Dec 25 = £604.18 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £151.20 (paid by direct debit)
Nat Ins = £50.76 (paid by direct debit)
Clerk’s Expenses – postage - £5.75

BT Broadband = £44.23 (paid by direct debit)
Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – December 25 = £50.00 (001678).

Yardley Gobion Village Hall  – room hire - £10.00 (paid online)
Lloyds Bank Account fee - £5.75
Npower Commercial Gas Ltd – street lighting - £2193.90 + £438.78 VAT = £2,632.68 (paid by direct debit)

M J Lever Groundworks & Game Ltd – Work on allotment gate - £535.00 + £107.00 VAT = £642.00 (paid online)
E.on – Street lighting maintenance - £170.00 + £34.00 VAT = £204.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd - Coffee Pot field hedge - £250.00 + £50.00 = £300.00 (paid online)
Gulliver’s Tree Solutions (G.T.S.) Ltd – Village tree survey - £550.00 +£110.00 VAT = £660.00 (paid online)
SLCC – 2026 Membership - £158.00 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr McCord.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £44.91
Allotment Rent = £570.00

HMRC – VAT Refund = £3,490.34

OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £8,040.79 (11.1.26) Lloyds Deposit - £43,898.39 (11.1.26)
26/27 Budget - The Clerk & the Chair had prepared a budget that had been circulated to all Cllrs.  After discussion Cllr Stephenson proposed a budget of £53,575.00 – salaries £11,000, admin - £2,000, Street lighting - £8,000, Playing field maintenance - £6,700, Playing field equipment - £10,375, Section 137 - £2,500 & Other - £5,000.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.
26/27 Precept – Monies from the CIL fund and the Play Area fund would be used towards playing field maintenance and playing field equipment to reduce the Precept amount required to £42,000.  After discussion Cllr Stephenson proposed a Precept of £42,000.  Seconded by Cllr McCord.  All in favour.
To review and approve direct debit authorities – Current direct debit authorities were held by HMRC, BT, Information Commissioner, Connolly Accountant, N Power & Anglian Water.  Cllr Stephenson proposed these were necessary for the Council to fulfil its obligations.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.
To note & re-approve the Model Standing Orders – these would be amended to reflect current legislation.
To note & re-approve the Risk Assessment document, together with confirmation of the effectiveness of internal control – Cllr Stephenson proposed this be noted and re-approved.  Seconded by Cllr Wilkinson-Hargate.  All in favour.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – Cllr McCord mentioned the lighting at the Moorend Road/A5 junction.
Village Trees - The village tree survey had been received and circulated to all Cllr.  A horse chestnut in School Lane playing field was noted as being a high risk due to increased signs of decay and structural failure.  A quote of £300.00 + VAT to remove the tree had been given by Gulliver’s Tree Solutions Ltd and Cllr McCord proposed the work go ahead as soon as possible.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour. .
Allotments – The Allotment Holder’s meeting had recently taken place.  It was well attended; allotment holders had few issues and were very appreciative of the assistance they had been given by Cllr Taylor.  
Recreation Centre – Following on from uncertainty as to who should be responsible for hedge maintenance at the School Lane playing field, Cllr Godden had reviewed the Lease between the PC & YGRC and recommended that the parties agree and document the hedge & mowing maintenance cost split, and also that the Parish Council have a view of the Insurance policy as this is in both names. She considered a copy of the YGRC Constitution would be helpful.
Playing fields – The Yogi rubbish bin needed stabilising – the Clerk had met Mike Lever from M J Lever Contractors who would provide a quote for the work.  Cllr Taylor proposed the Clerk have delegated authority up to £250 for this work.  Seconded by Cllr Stephenson.  All in favour.
Highways – The recent icy weather had highlighted the need for the village grit bins to be regularly inspected and maintained.  Clear View Property Services had quoted £90 to routinely inspect the bins – note the condition of the 3 that were the responsibility of WNC so they could be reported, and fill the 4 that were the PC’s responsibility.  Cllr Godden proposed this be accepted.  Seconded by Cllr Stephenson.  All in favour.
Mowing – A request had been made for additional areas to be included in the mowing contract.  The contract would be reviewed in 2027 and it was not possible to add any other locations at present.

Rights of Way – The Clerk had received various emails regarding footpath SH29, but no request for assistance had been made to the PC.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
Parish Council Meeting 3rd February 2026 – 7.15pm Yardley Gobion

Village Hall
Meeting closed 7.17pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Ward Cllr Dabbs mentioned that the WNC Draft Budget had been published and was available on the internet for any comments.
A letter had been submitted to the Home Office regarding MK Hotel and it was hoped that it would no longer be permitted to provide accommodation for asylum seekers.
As Ward Cllr, Cllr McCord advised of the death of former SNC, NCC & WNC Cllr Andrew Grant.

He noted that the draft budget proposed a 5% Council Tax rise, car parking charges in Brackley, Towcester and Daventry & an increase in the charge for green waste bins.

Full Council would meet for approval to consult on the Draft Local Plan on 19th January.

Further documents had been received for the Furtho Pit application, and the grit bin on the Meeting Hill on the Potterspury Road had been replaced.

He suggested a litter pick and would obtain the necessary kit.


	


