MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 4th July 2023 
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	Cllrs L Stephenson (Chair), I McCord, J Hill, T Robinson, L Llewellyn, J Thorne, A Curtis & Ward Cllr Pritchard & residents Ms Stapley & Mrs Singleton.
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs R Weston & N Wickens
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: None.
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 6.6.23 were approved by all Councillors, and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.19pm.  Closed 7.43pm.  Notes attached.
7.43 pm Ms Stapley & Mr Singleton leave.

Community Items: 
Loss of some buses – Britannia Bus had cut the service from 4 buses per day to 2.  Cllr Barter, who was looking into the provision of rural transport, had no positive news, but had advised ‘We are however eagerly awaiting a report by consultants into the future of WNC bus services, which will form the basis of a WNC bus strategy.  The Route 89 situation makes progressing this more urgent so I will press for that.’
Request from Furtho Development Opposition group for assistance, financial & otherwise, with.

their campaign against the proposed Furtho Pit site.  After discussion, Cllr Hill proposed that the PC did not give assistance to the Group.  Seconded by Cllr Robinson.  Cllr McCord abstained - all others in favour.

Defibrillators – Replacement pads were required & Cllr Curtis Proposed an amount of £400.00 to cover these, seconded by Cllr Llewellyn.  All in favour.
New Projects: See Public Open Session notes.
PLANNING MATTERS 
Applications received:  None.
Applications approved:  None.
Applications refused: None.
Other Planning: 
Potterspury Road Solar Farm – No further information.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT:

Clerk’s salary June 23 = £533.50 (001625).
PAYE Tax = £133.40 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £40.23 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – June 23 = £50.00 (001626).

DNH Contracts – dog bins June 23 - £90.00 + £18.00 VAT = £108.00 (001627)
Yardley Gobion Village Hall – room hire - £20.00 (001628)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £1,00.00 + £200.00 VAT = £1,200.00 (001629)
Playsafety Ltd – ROSPA inspections - £157.00 + £31.40 = £188.40 (001630)
Viking – stationery - £65.15 + £11.83 VAT = £76.98 (001631)
E.on – street light maintenance - £170.00 + £34.00 VAT = £204.00 (001632)
Proposed by Cllr Curtis and seconded by Cllr Hill.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Allotment deposit & rent = £60.00
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds - £28,588.99 (29.6.23) SW - £2,095.91 (1.4.23).
Breakdown of costs against budget – presented and noted.

Reserves - £17,340.40 was available, which included £10,000 as a general reserve, an amount that was recommended by JPAG. 

Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – Nothing reported.
Village Trees – Concern was expressed about the Tulipa tree outside No 40 Hesketh Road, the subject of a TPO, which appeared to be dead.  The Clerk was asked to obtain advice as to what could be done in case it fell across the road.
Allotments – Cllr Robinson had carried out a check on the allotments and noted some that required urgent attention.  The Clerk had written to the plotholders involved and received no response, therefore if no proposals were received then the PC would give consideration to asking plotholders to relinquish the plots concerned. Cllr Robinson had also put forward recommendations for discussion at a future meeting.  Reports had been made of possible asbestos contamination of the muck heap by the entrance.  The Clerk was asked to ensure no more muck was delivered there and also to warn allotment holders not to use what was already there.  The PC’s insurance company had been contacted to see if a claim could be made.  A request for a polytunnel & shed on plot 15 had been received and was approved, and a request for a pear tree on plot 2 was approved, providing it was of the dwarf variety.
Village Hall – At the AGM a new Chair, Vice Chair & Treasurer had come forward, putting the VH and its Committee on a much more secure footing, the new Committee had now met and it had been a positive meeting.
Recreation Centre – Nothing further.
Playing fields – The ROSPA report had been circulated, with no areas requiring immediate attention.  
Highways – The Clerk had reported the damaged wall at the Coffee Pot to WNC Highways, and the Stonegate Group, but would contact them again as no action appeared to have been taken. 
Mowing – Cllr Llewellyn mentioned the grassy area at Old School Lane required attention, and Cllr Stephenson noted the area next to 39 Moorend Road and the alleyway also required attention.  However, Cllr Thorne noted that overall, the mowing was carried out very professionally and the contractor was doing a good job.  The two playing fields in particular looked very tidy.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 1st August 7.15pm Village Hall
Meeting closed 8.40pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Mr Singleton spoke about the proposed Festival of Transport 2024, to be held on the Coffee Pot field.  He requested permission to cut hedges to allow access from the Coffee Pot, and asked if funding would be available for posters, flyers etc.  He was also concerned about the lockable post at the High Street entrance to the field and wondered if it could be considered a hazard.  (Dave Hennessy would be asked to look at this and give an opinion.)  It was suggested that Mr Singleton put proposals together to be considered with other requests for donations in October/November.
Cllr Robinson read out the following email from Ms Davies who was unable to attend the meeting.   ‘We are very grateful to the PC for the £5k towards the play area. We have decided that we will start fundraising to add to that and try and get the application in as soon as possible. The next round with the FCC that we can realistically apply to is September, I need to check the exact date. 

 We have set up a Crowdfunder that has been shared on Your Yardley and we will keep sharing and asking people to share for us. In addition to this we are going to get some flyers printed and will deliver around the village and ask the shop and hairdressers to give them out and the school and preschool. We are also going to send letters to local businesses asking for money as well. We have some good news; John Lewis have promised to give £1k. We don't want to get too excited until we have it in our hands but are optimistic. They have also promised some hampers, we will probably raffle these. Also, I have drafted the terms of reference for the community group which I have already shared. I'm going to send some copy to Lesley to add to the PC website in the news section. We are also reaching out to The Old Mail to ask if we can have a story in there about what we are doing and the fundraising.’  Cllrs stressed the importance of timing with regard to grant applications, as once a grant had been approved, 10.75% of the amount was required to be paid to FCC within 28 days.
As Ward Councillor, Cllr McCord advised that leaflets regarding the Furtho Pit site had been delivered to all local homes and a presentation from the developers was expected.  Unfortunately, National & local Highways were satisfied with the modelling without traffic lights or a roundabout at the junction with the A508.  Nothing further had been received from the Environment Agency.  The WNC Annual Report had been issued, there was a Cabinet meeting on 11th July.  More consultations were planned and information would be on Facebook and on the WNC website.

	

	   
	
	
	


