MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 7th July 2026 
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	Cllrs Ms L Stephenson (Chair), L Coleman, Mrs V Godden, C Robinson, Ms T Robinson, I McCord & Mrs L Williams, and resident Mr Tunstall.
Apologies for Absence: Cllr Mrs S Wilkinson-Hargate
COUNCIL MATTERS
Declaration of Interest: None
Previous Meeting: 

Matters arising: Confirmation of the total cost of the new bench near the Water Tower including installation = £1,088.40.  Cllr Stephenson proposed this be accepted. Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.
Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 2.6.26 were approved by all Councillors and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.20pm - Closed 7.35pm. Notes attached.
COMMUNITY ITEMS – 
To consider correspondence from the current Village Hall Management Committee regarding the future governance of the Village Hall.  After much discussion Cllrs agreed that the Council is not in a position to take on the sole trusteeship of the VH, however they were willing to give assistance with displaying posters and printing and delivering leaflets in an effort to seek out new volunteers to run the Hall.
NEW PROJECTS – 
The application for the grant from FCC Communities Foundation was ‘in progress’, and a decision was expected in September.
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: None
Applications approved: None
Applications refused:  Furtho Pit. 

Other Planning:  
Yardley Road Solar Farm – 2025/2767/MAF.  The Clerk had contacted the CPRE 
for their advice and Cllr Stephenson had written to Sarah Bool MP to make her aware of the 

application.  Cllr Stephenson then proposed that YG collaborated with Potterspury PC in light of the common issues and consideration of shared funding if expert advice was necessary. Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.
Proposal for Councillors to consider a Single Issue Neighbourhood Plan – In response to the increasing number of planned developments, land being proposed for sale and land being promoted by land agents, Cllr McCord proposed that a Single Issue Neighbourhood Plan is produced.  Seconded by Cllr Stephenson.  All in favour.  The Clerk would advise the process.
An email had been received from Thakeham Homes asking for a meeting with the PC.  The Clerk was asked to suggest the September/October or November meetings.

Mr Tunstall leaves 8.15pm.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 
Clerk’s salary June 26 = £604.18 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £151.20 (paid by direct debit)
Nat Ins = £50.76 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £48.23 (paid by direct debit)
Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – June 26 = £50.00 (001683).

Yardley Gobion Village Hall – room hire June - £10.00 (paid online)
Lloyds Bank Account fee - £5.25
L C Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – Mowing Contract - £920.00 + £184.00 VAT = £1,104.00 (paid online)
KRW Accountants – payroll  - £13.00 + £2.60 VAT = £15.60 (paid by direct debit)
E.on – street lighting maintenance - £166.00 + £33.20 VAT = £199.20 (paid online)
Playsafety Ltd – ROSPA inspection - £170.00 + £34.00 VAT = £204.00 (paid online)
Play Source Ltd – Emergency removal of rusty broken bars on equipment - £300.00 + £60.00 VAT = £360.00 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr T Robinson.  All in favour.
Payments Received:
Lloyds Bank interest = £19.45
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £5,533.76 (2.7.26) Lloyds Deposit - £48,983.06 (2.7.26)

Breakdown of Costs for quarter ended June 26 – noted.

Review of Reserves – Total General Reserves available as at 29/6/26 = £ 20,764.99.  Earmarked reserves CIL remainder = £17,971.36, Play Area fund = £5,280.47. – Noted.

Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – Nothing to report.
Village Trees – Gulliver’s would be asked to inspect the hawthorn trees at the entrance to the village.
Allotments – The mowing contractor had been asked to carry out a tidy up of tracks and unlet plots at the site.  Letters were to be sent noting non-cultivation of plots 2 (second letter), 15, 20 & 28.  Anglian Water had reported a possible leak at the site – All allotment holders had been notified and Cllrs T Robinson & Coleman would visit the site to try and locate a leak. 
Recreation Centre – Cllr T Robinson would attend the next Committee meeting.
Village Hall – Allegations regarding the inappropriate use of the VH have been referred to the VH Committee and to the Police.
Playing fields – Play Source Ltd would be asked if any items noted in the report required attention.
Highways – The Potterspury Road was closed for gas pipe work.
Mowing – Nothing to report.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
4th August 2026 – 7.15pm in the Village Hall
Meeting closed 8.35pm.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION

Mr Tunstall offered help in preparing the Single Issue Neighbourhood Plan.
He also advised that he would be making an application to build up to 9 houses on the land behind 23 – 29A Moorend Road.  He also asked Cllrs to consider granting access across the land off Woodville Crescent.
Mrs Williams advised that as the village is required to accommodate a minimum of 55 houses under the new Local Plan, she had arranged a meeting for local residents to discuss interest in preparing a Neighbourhood Plan. This had been well attended and two suggestions had come forward from the meeting – 1.  To challenge WNC on their Local Plan allocation of 55 houses for the village, and 2.  To prepare a Single Issue Neighbourhood Plan in response to the increasing number of planned developments, land being proposed for sale and land being promoted by land agents.  This would enable the community to influence the location of any future development, rather than having it determined by WNC.  
As Ward Cllr, Cllr McCord advised that the application for Furtho Pit had been refused by the Strategic Planning Committee at their recent meeting.  He mentioned that new planning regulations would apply from October, including the removal of the right for Ward Cllrs to ‘call in’ applications.  There would be a full Council meeting on 13th July.

	


