MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 6th June 2023 
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	Cllrs L Stephenson (Chair), R Weston, I McCord, J Hill, N Wickens, T Robinson, L Llewellyn, J Thorne & residents Ms Taylor & Ms Davies.
Apologies for Absence: Cllr A Curtis & Ward Cllr Pritchard
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: Cllr Weston declared an interest in Agenda item 7.4a), Cllr Stephenson declared an interest in Agenda item 7.2b) 
Resignation of Cllr Wickens as Vice Chairman – Noted.
Appointment of Vice Chair:
Cllr McCord indicated his willingness to stand as Vice Chair.  Cllr Hill proposed Cllr McCord as Vice Chair, Cllr Hill seconded, all Cllrs voted in favour.  Cllr McCord signed his Acceptance of Office – witnessed by the Clerk.

Resignation of Cllr Wickens as Webmaster - Noted
Appointment of Webmaster:

Cllr Curtis had previously indicated his willingness to take this role.  Mr Hutchin, a previous Councillor, had also offered his support if required.  Cllr Wickens was asked to pass to Cllr Curtis passwords for Facebook, the Wordpress website, and for the new website the passwords for admin & the ability to raise a ticket.  Cllr Wickens agreed to liaise with Cllr Curtis at a mutually convenient time.
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 2.5.23 were approved by all Councillors, apart from Cllr Wickens whose objections to Minute no 5015 6a) were noted and are attached, and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.20pm.  Closed 7.32pm.  Notes attached.
Community Items: Development in the village – Cllr Weston noted that there had been no major development for 50 years and 30/40 new dwellings would help increase numbers in the village and improve facilities.  Cllr Stephenson pointed out that no land owner had come forward and Cllr Hill remembered that residents had been against development when the Neighbourhood Plan was being prepared.  Cllr McCord confirmed that a site of any size could be promoted to WNC Planning and go through the Local Plan process.   
New Projects: Nothing further.
PLANNING MATTERS 
Applications received:  None.
Applications approved:
WNS/2022/2288/LBC & WNS/2022/2287/FUL – The Old Packhorse, High Street.  Extensions & conversions of existing barn, conversion of existing garage, new boundary treatment & replace section of pavement.  6 conditions.

Cllr McCord took the Chair for this Agenda item.

WNS/2023/0318/TCA – 37-39 Moorend Road.  Remove sycamore tree.

WNS/2023/0427/LBC – 8 High Street.  Demolition of an existing single storey extension to the side, and replaced with a larger single storey extension, including the enlargement of an existing window opening to form a new doorway.  5 conditions
Applications refused:
WNS/2023/0309/OUT – 28 Warren Road.  Outline planning application for new dwelling.

Other Planning: 
Potterspury Road Solar Farm – No further information.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT:

Clerk’s salary May 23 = £533.50 (001616).
PAYE Tax = £133.40 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £40.23 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – May 23 = £50.00 (001617).

DNH Contracts – dog bins Apr 23 - £66.00 + £13.20 VAT = £79.20 (001618)
Yardley Gobion Village Hall – room hire - £50.00 (001619)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £1,500.00 + £300.00 VAT = £1,800.00 (001620)
Ms N Davies – reimbursement for cost of banner for play area - £71.40 (001621)
E.on – 15 led lantern upgrades & 1 new lighting column - £3,972.50 + £794.50 VAT = £4,767.00 (001622)
Bucks Pest Control – Treatment for mole activity on 3 sites in village - £37.50 (001623)
Gulliver’s Tree Solutions (G.T.S.) Ltd – preparation of tree survey - £500.00 + £100.00 VAT = £600.00 (001624)
Proposed by Cllr Llewellyn and seconded by Cllr Weston.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

WNC - 1st half of Precept = £12,750.00

Scottish Widows interest = £3.29 

OTHER  

Unapproved Minutes of Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting 31st May 2023.  These had been circulated to all Cllrs prior to the meeting.  Cllr McCord took Cllrs through the Minutes in detail, noting that the Committee recommended a grant of £700.00 from the Section 137 budget to Yardley Gobion Recreation Centre towards the purchase of a new boiler.  Also highlighted that, with regard to the play area refurbishment project, the 10.75% required prior to an application being made was in effect an administration charge from the grant funding body, not part of the grant, and was payable within 28 days notification of any successful grant award.  The Committee wished to support a joint group of volunteers and PC members and recommended that the PC should establish such a group formally with clear Terms of Reference who should report via the PC members to the monthly meetings.  The Committee considered the available cash reserves and the cash flow implications of any project noting that whilst a VAT reclaim was possible when the invoice arrived it would be inclusive of 20% VAT that must be paid out then reclaimed.  The PC must have the funds to cover the invoice in full and ensure that it remains solvent. 
To consider recommendations from above F&GP Committee meeting.  Cllr McCord proposed that the recommendations be approved in full.  Seconded by Cllr Weston.  All in favour.  Cllrs Wickens and Robinson agreed to lead the play area group and provide Terms of Reference to be agreed by the PC.
Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds - £31,929.72 (1.6.23) SW - £2,095.91 (1.4.23).
Report from the Internal Auditor:  

‘Prior to our meeting, I examined the publicly available information displayed on the council’s website including the council’s policies, procedures, agendas, minutes, financial and other records.  I sought evidence that the previous year’s Internal and External Audit reports had been properly reported to and where necessary acted upon by the Council; they had.  I then examined the council’s arrangements for the management and control of its business in the areas of bookkeeping, due process (ie compliance with the ‘proper practices’ as set out in the Practitioners’ Guide*), risk management, budget setting and monitoring, payroll, asset register, bank reconciliations, internal control and year-end procedures including the display of information and the exercise of public rights. Where necessary, I requested and was provided with supplementary evidence to enable me to reach a conclusion regarding the enquiries I am required to make as set out in the Annual Internal Audit Report (AIAR) that forms part of the council’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR).  This supplementary information was provided in the form of written answers to the questions raised together with scanned documents including the Accounting Statements (section 2 of the AGAR) and the bank reconciliation and questioning at the audit meeting.  I noted just one issue; the Asset Register includes items with an assigned value of £0; convention and ‘best practice’ requires that all assets are assigned a value based on either the price at acquisition or a nominal value of £1, for gifted assets or where the acquisition price is not known.  Notwithstanding the above, the administration and delivery of the council’s business continues to be well ordered an organised.  Based on the information made available to me I am satisfied that in all significant respects, the internal control objectives are being delivered and achieved to a standard adequate to meet the council’s needs.  Accordingly, I have completed and signed the Annual Internal Audit Report as required.’  Noted.  The assets mentioned would be revalued at £1.00 each when the next Asset Register was compiled.
Annual Return 31st March 2023: All Cllrs had received a copy of the Annual Return and all supporting paperwork.  Cllr Weston had carried out an independent audit previously.  
Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement was read out to the meeting.  Cllr Stephenson then proposed that Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement - be received, noted and approved.  Seconded by Cllr McCord.  Approved by all Cllrs.  Cllr Stephenson as Chair and the Clerk then signed the Annual Governance Statement on behalf of the PC.  
The Clerk as RFO had previously signed & dated the Accounting Statements prior to presenting them to the PC.  Cllr Stephenson proposed that Section 2 – Accounting Statements - be received, noted and formally approved.  Seconded by Cllr McCord.  Approved by all Cllrs.  Cllr Stephenson as Chair then signed the Statement of Accounts on behalf of the PC.

The dates for the display of the Notice of Public Rights & associated documents were noted as being from 12th June to 21st July 2023.

Proposal from Cllr Wickens: ‘A financial statement must accompany each meeting agenda and be read out at the meeting before the public session. This way everybody will always be fully aware of the financial position and able to make decisions. The public will also be fully aware of how their tax payments are being used. The statement should include bank balances, commitments to the year end, forecast outturn and reserve.’   Cllr Wickens agreed this proposal had been addressed in the F&GP Minutes.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – E.on had been asked when the work to repair and raise the street light outside 60B Moorend Road would take place.  The light at the junction of the A5 and the A508 was on permanently and would be reported.
Village Trees – The village tree survey had not identified any trees that required immediate work and would be reviewed in the autumn.  It would be circulated to all.  
Allotments – Cllr Robinson had carried out a check on the allotments and noted some that required urgent attention.  The Clerk would write to the plotholders accordingly. Cllr Robinson had also put forward recommendations for discussion at a future meeting.  Reports had been made of possible asbestos contamination of the muck heap by the entrance.  The Clerk was asked to ensure no more muck was delivered there and also to warn allotment holders not to use what was already there.  The PC’s insurance company would be contacted to see if a claim could be made.
Village Hall – At the AGM a new Chair, Vice Chair & Treasurer had come forward, putting the VH and its Committee on a much more secure footing.
Recreation Centre – Nothing further.
Playing fields – Towcester Tigers youth football had requested use of the Coffee Pot field for a further 2 years – however, as the lease with Enterprise Inns only had one further year to run, Cllrs agreed use of the field for one year.  Enterprise Inns would be advised accordingly and TT would be asked to sign an agreement for one year.  Yardley Gobion Village Hall had requested use of the field on 31st & 1st June 2024 for a Festival of Transport and this was also agreed. 
Highways – The Clerk had reported the damaged wall at the Coffee Pot to WNC Highways, but would contact them again as no action appeared to have been taken.  The damaged sign at the entrance to the village also required reporting.
Mowing – Cllr Thorne confirmed that work had been carried out at the entrance to the allotments and the alley way behind Warren Road. A request had been received for the PC to incorporate an area of private land into the mowing contract, which was unfortunately not possible.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 4th July 7.15pm Village Hall
Meeting closed 9.45pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Ms Davies spoke about the plans for a new play area in the village.  2 equipment providers had given presentations at the school, which were well received.  Letters of support had been received from various village organisations.  A formal quotation in the sum of £86,151.09 + VAT had been received from Sutcliffe Play, however, there were queries regarding the payment of VAT.  10.75% of this amount would equate to £9,261.24, and confirmation that this was available was required prior to applying for a grant.  The Group had been engaging with the community, and whilst not having raised any funds so far, would be looking towards obtaining other grants.  
As Ward Councillor, Cllr McCord advised that more information had been received concerning the Furtho Pit site regarding flooding and landscaping, and modelling was being carried out with no traffic lights at the junction with the A508.  There were grants available from WNC for the voluntary sector, and an exhibition of paintings and film created by Ukrainian artists would be on display at the Northampton Museum and Art Gallery between Saturday 3 and Sunday 18 June.
Cllr Wickens comments re above Minute Number 5025 3.1

‘1.    I did not make a "recommendation"; I clearly put a proposal to Councillors.
2.    The proposal by Councillor Curtis to support the project did not
include "the amount to be agreed at a later meeting".
3.    Regarding referral to the Finance and General Purposes Committee, no
vote took place, otherwise the minutes would show the numbers voting for,
against and abstaining. I do not believe "without dissent" is a permitted or
valid outcome. It could mean everybody abstained, or nobody voted.
4.    There is no record of a vote on a tabled proposal set against an
agenda item being blocked by The Chairman.’

	

	   
	
	
	


