MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 3rd June 2025 
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	 L Stephenson (Chair), V Godden, Ms T Robinson, C Robinson,  Mrs J-A Taylor, Mrs L Williams,  Ms S Wilkinson-Hargate (entered 7.45pm) & L Coleman, Unitary Cllr Dabbs &  residents Ms Dell & Master Dell.
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs McCord (WNC Cabinet) & J Hill.
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Councillor Stephenson welcomed the new Council, and thanked Councillors for their community spirit.

Declaration of Interest: None
POSITION STATEMENT FOR ADOPTION - "This Council stands firmly against all forms of racism, prejudice, and discrimination. We are committed to fostering a community that is inclusive, respectful, and fair to all.  In doing so, the council will observe the requirements of the Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED) as set out in the Equality Act 2010."  Proposed by Cllr Stephenson.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 6.5.25 were approved by all Councillors and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.33pm, Closed 7.45pm.  Notes attached.
Ms & Master Dell leave 7.39pm
Community Items:  
To approve Replacement Electrodes & Charge sticks for Defibrillators = £414.19. Acceptance proposed by Cllr Stephenson & seconded by Cllr C Robinson.  All in favour 

To approve donation to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.  Cllr Stephenson proposed a 
maximum donation of £50.00.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.
New Projects: Nothing further to report, the PC’s solicitors are in contact with the Recreation Centre’s solicitors.
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: None.
Applications approved: 
2025/1145/FULL – Barn store on land off Moorend Road (Retrospective).
Applications refused: None.
Other Planning: 
Unsubstantiated query regarding possible change of use from agricultural land to domestic in 
Yardley Gobion.  The Clerk had heard nothing further regarding the site in question, and in 
any case Cllrs did not consider it was a matter for the PC. 
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 
Clerk’s salary May 25 = £585.84 (paid online).
PAYE Tax & Nat Ins = £193.69 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £44.23 (paid by direct debit)
Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – May 25 = £50.00 (001671).

Yardley Gobion Village Hall  – room hire - £20.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £920.00 + £184.00 VAT = £1,104..00 (paid online)
Lloyds Bank Account fee - £6.25
Bucks Pest Control – Mole contract - £112.50 + £22.50 VAT = £135.00 (paid online)
Bucks Pest Control – Allotment pest control - £60.00 + £12.00 VAT = £72.00 (paid online)
Viking – stationery - £77.40 + £14.09 VAT = £91.49 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr C Richardson.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £31.13
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £6,166.09 (28.5.25) Lloyds Deposit - £55,675.89 (28.5.25)
Coffee Pot field lease update – Solicitors were dealing.
Internal Auditor Report 2024-2025 – “I met with Lesley Ratcliffe, Clerk & RFO on 23 May; as ever, I would take this opportunity to thank Lesley for her help and co-operation in delivering the audit.  
I firstly examined the publicly available information displayed on the council’s website including the council’s policies, procedures, agendas, minutes, financial and other records.  I checked that any issues raised either by me or the external auditor as part of last year’s audit had been drawn to the council’s attention and properly addressed; they had and the council is to be congratulated in receiving an unqualified audit (ie no audit issues identified) from the external auditor.  
 I then examined the council’s arrangements for the management and control of its business in the areas of bookkeeping, due process (ie compliance with the ‘proper practices’ as set out in the Practitioners’ Guide), risk management, budget setting and monitoring, payroll, asset register, bank reconciliations, internal control and year-end procedures including the display of information including the exercise of public rights.  Where necessary, I requested and was provided with supplementary evidence to enable me to reach a conclusion regarding the enquiries I am required to make as set out in the Annual Internal Audit Report (AIAR).  
The council continues to demonstrate a good standard of compliance and I was able to answer ‘yes’ to all relevant questions.  Consequently, I am pleased to report that having tested all the aspects of the council’s internal controls that I am required to consider, based on the information made available to me I am satisfied that in all significant respects, the internal control objectives were achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate to meet the council’s needs.  Accordingly, I have completed and signed off the Annual Internal Audit Report as required. 
Before concluding my report and as discussed with Lesley, I would draw your attention to some significant changes in the audit regime.  Whilst the changes may not become apparent until the year-end, they came into effect on 01 April 2025 ie the current year; the changes are set out in the current 2025 version of The Practitioners’ Guide.  
A sharper focus on ‘Digital and data compliance’ and increasing expectations regarding transparency and data access underpin these changes, that are designed to ensure that taxpayers can access relevant information about an authority’s accounts and governance in pursuit of the principle that all data held and managed by local authorities should be made available to the public unless there are specific sensitivities to doing so.  
It is important that the council takes note of the current 2025 edition of the Practitioners’ Guide at an early stage in the year and puts in place any necessary changes that are identified.  This will enable the council to enter a positive response to the new and additional question 10 in the Annual Governance Statement (AGS), section 1 of the AGAR. NB monitoring of compliance with the transparency code is not carried out by the external audit as part of its limited assurance review of the AGAR, rather it falls to internal audit to conduct the review of this control area.”  The contents of the report were noted and Cllr Godden thanked the Clerk.
Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2024 – 2025. All Cllrs had received a copy of the Annual Return and all supporting paperwork.  

Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2024-2025 was read out to the meeting.  Cllr Stephenson then proposed that Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement - be received, noted and approved.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  Approved by all Cllrs.  Cllr Stephenson as Chair and the Clerk then signed the Annual Governance Statement on behalf of the PC.  
Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2024-2025.  The Clerk as RFO had previously signed & dated the Accounting Statements prior to presenting them to the PC.  Cllr Stephenson proposed that Section 2 – Accounting Statements - be received, noted and formally approved.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  Approved by all Cllrs.  Cllr Stephenson as Chair then signed the Statement of Accounts on behalf of the PC.

The dates for the display of the Notice of Public Rights & associated documents were noted as being from 5th June to 16th July 2025.

Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – Nothing to report.
Village Trees – Nothing to report.
Allotments – Cllr T Robinson had visited and inspected the allotments and advised most allotments were looking very good, with a lot of work taking place.  However, the condition of nos 15 & 31 was still giving cause for concern and the Clerk was asked to write to the plotholders concerned requesting them to arrange for the plots to be strimmed to stop weed growth affecting neighbouring plots. If no action was taken by the date of the next meeting the plotholders would be given notice to quit. 
Complaints had been made about the excess amount of manure at the allotment site and how untidy the manure heaps were.  Cllr Taylor suggested the delivery of manure be stopped at the moment for the heaps to be tidied up and then a storage area could be built.  She requested agreement for the purchase of posts to facilitate this.  Cllr Williams offered assistance if needed.  Cllr Stephenson proposed £100.00 towards the purchase of posts, seconded by Cllr Williams.  All in favour.
Recreation Centre – Cllrs T Robinson & J-A Taylor had attended the recent meeting on behalf of the PC and advised that the Recreation Centre Committee was looking at purchasing solar panels. 
Village Hall – The Clerk had attended the recent Village Hall AGM, along with 3 other members of the public and the 4 members of the Committee.  A new Committee was elected and they would be looking to refurbish the kitchen and toilets.
Playing fields – Mrs Schumacher had noted the failure of the inside liner of the concrete bin in the School Lane play area. Cllr Hill had investigated and advised that the metal inner liner had failed and would require mending, plus the inside of the concrete bin was now extremely dirty and housing an ants nest so would also require cleaning.  The Clerk had researched the cost of a replacement bin at £375.00 + VAT.  Cllr Stephenson proposed this be approved, seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.  Quotes would be obtained for the removal of the old bin and the fixing of the new bin.
Request from resident for Council to consider selling land adjacent to Lime Road.  School Lane playing field is a Field in Trust, and as such is protected in perpetuity, so Cllrs agreed the likelihood of permission being granted for part of the field to be sold was unlikely.  
Highways – nothing to report.
Mowing – Urban Highway Grass Mowing – 2025 agreement.  Councillors agreed to continue with this agreement which enables the mowing to be carried out by a contractor, not WNC Highways, who would only cut 3 times season.  Councillor C Robinson would ask the contractor to provide a quote for dealing with the verges of properties in Moorend, and would also request that the growth at the entrance to the allotment site be cut.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
1st July 2025 – 7.15pm Yardley Gobion Village Hall
Parish Council Meeting

Meeting closed 8.45pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Ms Dell advised that she had heard plotholders were unhappy with the delivery of manure to the allotments.  She delivered from a 3 ton trailer every 2 to 3 weeks.  She was advised Cllrs would discuss the matter and contact her with their decision.
Cllr Dabbs introduced himself and said he was there to help.  The Clerk asked if he could arrange for the PC’s website entry on the WNC website to be corrected as it was showing an obsolete website address.  The Clerk would send details.

Cllr Coleman asked if any action could be taken against the contractors working on 25 Moorend Road who had washed building debris into the drain and blocked it.  The Clerk would send details.

	


