MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 3rd March 2026 
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	Cllrs Cllr I McCord (Chair), L Coleman, Ms T Robinson, C Robinson, Mrs S Wilkinson-Hargate, & residents from Moorend and residents from Hesketh Road. 
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs Ms L Stephenson, Mrs V Godden & WNC Cllr Dabbs.
COUNCIL MATTERS
Declaration of Interest: None
Appointment of Police Liaison Representative – Cllr McCord agreed to take on this role.
Local Nature Recovery Strategy Consultation – closing 25th March.  Cllr Wilkinson Hargate would be asking residents to respond to a survey on Your Yardley.
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 3.2.26 were approved by all Councillors and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.18pm - Closed 8.02pm.  
COMMUNITY ITEMS – Village Festival Week – commencing 9th May
NEW PROJECTS – Mrs Westlake on behalf of St Leonard’s Church had requested a meeting with the PC to discuss future burial space for the village.

PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: 
2026/0491/FULL – Lyndhurst, 11B High Street.  Replacement of all doors & windows.  Demolish existing conservatory to rear elevation.  Fully render all brickwork and installation of high level cladding to the front elevation at the first floor and to the side elevation above the roof terrace.  Cllrs had no observations.
2026/0548/FULL – 73 Hesketh Road.  Double storey side extension, single storey extension to both front and rear extensions.  Cllrs had ‘no objections’ to this application but requested that any concerns raised by neighbours be addressed when the application was determined.
7 Grafton Road.  Tree works including roadside section of hedge reduced back by 0.5m from road to improve visibility.  Noted.
Applications approved: None

Applications refused:  None. 

Other Planning:  
The consultation on the draft Local Plan had opened on 29th January and further information was 

available on the WNC website. Councillors were asked to feed any responses into the Clerk, and 
they were advised personal responses were also accepted.  Closing 27th March.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 
Clerk’s salary Feb 26 = £604.38 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £151.00 (paid by direct debit)
Nat Ins = £50.76 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £44.23 (paid by direct debit)
Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – Feb 26 = £50.00 (001680).

Yardley Gobion Village Hall – room hire - £10.00 (paid online)
Lloyds Bank Account fee - £7.21
Gulliver’s Tree Solutions (G.T.S.) Ltd – removal of tree in School Lane playing field - £300.00 + £60.00 VAT = £360.00 (paid online)
M J Lever Groundworks and Game Ltd -  Installation of base to secure bin in play area - £140.00 + £28.00 VAT = £168.00 (paid online)
Marcus Young Environmental Services Ltd – Dog bin emptying contract - £780.00 + £156.00 VAT = £936.00 (paid online)
Bucks Pest Control – Allotment pest control - £60.00 & £12.00 VAT = £72.00 (paid online)
Bucks Pest Control – Mole activity control - £112.50 + £22.50 VAT = £135.00 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr T Robinson and seconded by Cllr Wilkinson-Hargate.  All in favour.
Payments Received:
Allotment Rent = £90.00
Lloyds Bank interest = £18.95
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £6,340.40 (25.2.26) Lloyds Deposit - £38,917.34 (25.2.26)
Parish & Town Council Election Re-Charges – Cllrs discussed the options suggested for Uncontested Elections  – A where a basic charge of £225 was made for each Council, B where 10% of the cost of poll cards + £90 admin costs would be charged (YG £150.37) and C where 15% of the cost of poll cards + £28 admin costs would be charged (YG 118.56).  Cllrs decided on Option C.
Review of Reserves – noted.
Assertion 10 – Cllrs were made aware of the requirements of Assertion 10 on the Annual Governance and Accountability Return which focuses on digital and data compliance.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – Nothing to report.
Village Trees – Nothing to report.
Allotments – Unfortunately an isolated incident of vandalism had taken place on a vacant plot.
Recreation Centre – Cllr Robinson had attended the most recent meeting on behalf of the PC, but had nothing to report.
Playing fields – Nothing to report.
Highways – Cllr McCord would take up issues with road markings, blocked drains and signage with Keir/WNC Highways.
Mowing – Cllrs agreed to continue with Keir/WNC Highways Urban Highway Grass Mowing 2026 agreement – section 136.
Wharf Lane R.O.W. – The Parish Path Warden & The Ramblers Association had asked if the PC would contact the WNC Highways Network Manager, the WNC Assistant Director for Transport & Highways and the WNC Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport to request that the Definitive Map Modification Order first submitted in 2005 be confirmed and the matter finally resolved.  Cllrs had no objections to this request.
Urgent business - The Chairman to advise whether they have agreed to any items of urgent business being admitted to the Agenda.  There were no items of urgent business.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
April Parish Council Meeting - TBA
Meeting closed 8.51pm.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION

Residents from Moorend commented on the state of the road, including drains, road markings and mileage signs.  As Ward Cllr, Cllr McCord would take these matters up with Keir/WNC Highways.

They also requested a separate mowing contract for the grass outside their properties for the 2026 season and asked that this request be placed on the Agenda for the next Parish Council meeting.

Residents from Hesketh Road expressed their concerns that the 2 fields behind Hesketh Road formerly owned by Mr & Mrs Upton, had been purchased by Nightingale Land, a company that specialises in the freehold acquisition of farmland with future residential potential.  2 houses in Hesketh Road had been approached to purchase for access to the fields to construct 40 houses.

However, the PC have not been contacted by the owners of the land in question, and are not aware of any planning application having been submitted at this stage. If a planning application is submitted, it would be a matter for formal consideration by the Parish Council in the usual way. 
As Ward Cllr, Cllr McCord mentioned the 2,800 homes suggested within Paulerspury Parish and the proposal to redevelop Towcester Racecourse for mixed retail, hotel and leisure use, together with around 300 homes.  At its meeting on 26th February WNC approved a rise of 4.95% in Council Tax and an increase of £9 in the cost of a green bin from £60 to £69.  The proposed car parking charges for Brackley, Daventry and Towcester had been dropped, but Blue Badge holders would no longer receive free parking in Northampton.  He encouraged everyone to respond to the Local Plan consultation.

	


