MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 1st March 2022 
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	Cllrs L Stephenson (Chair), A Curtis, L Llewellyn, N Wickens, J Thorne, J Hill, I McCord & R Weston & resident Mrs J Sharp.
Apologies for Absence: None.
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: Cllr Weston declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda item 6.3b) and took no part in discussions.  Cllrs Hill & Wickens declared an interest in Agenda item 6.1 a) & Cllr Curtis declared an interest in Agenda item 7.1f).
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of Meeting held 1.2.22 were approved by all Cllrs, and agreed/signed as a correct record.   

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.17pm.  Notes attached.  Closed 7.29pm.
Community Items:
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations – no further information.
Northants CALC Asset Mapping Project (AMP) update – in progress.
‘Village Handyman’ scheme – Cllr Weston suggested a village handyman to carry out such tasks as inspections of trees and lights and the condition of paths and roads, cleaning street signs, collecting litter etc.  He would work with the Clerk to produce a job description and a poster.
Gigaclear – Cllrs were disappointed that work had begun in the village well before Gigaclear’s online presentation.  In their presentation Gigaclear had indicated they would reinstate pavements & grassy areas within 6 months of completing their work in the village.  It was agreed that Councillors would carry out an inspection at this time to ensure all reinstatements had been carried out to their satisfaction.  Ms Gettigan, the Gigaclear Community Engagement Executive wished to attend the VH on a Saturday to answer any questions residents may have. The Clerk would pass details to the VH booking clerk.
Police Liaison Officer role. Cllr Llewellyn advised that there was now a team of officers allocated to the village, and they would be communicating more.  She advised that instead of contacting the PC residents should contact the Police direct.
Letter from Andrea Leadsom suggesting a litter pick – it was noted that Moorend Road to the A5 was particularly bad, and 12th March was agreed as a date for the village litter pick.  Cllr McCord would collect litter pickers, hi viz tabards, gloves and bin bags from Towcester, the Clerk would produce a poster and Cllrs Stephenson & Wickens would publicise the event.
Land off Woodville Crescent – following the use of the land off Woodville Crescent twice as a compound by contractors it was decided that the area be protected by bollards at the Woodville Crescent entrance and signs demonstrating that it is private land.
West Northants – Big Conversation – an online forum where residents and businesses can have their say on anything and everything to help develop future plans on a range of topics, including making the area a more sustainable place to live and work. Cllrs Curtis & Wickens would make residents aware via social media and the Clerk would produce posters.
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received:  
WNS/2022/0290/FUL – 23 Eastfield Crescent.  2 storey part single storey rear extension, pitched roof over the existing/extended garage & a pitched roof over the existing/extended rear extension.   Cllrs had no objections, but requested that and concerns raised by neighbours be addressed when the application was determined.
WNS/2022/0338//FUL – Homestead Farm, Watling Street.  Detached garage.  Cllrs had ‘no comments’.
WNS/2022/0357/FUL – 11 Hortonsfield Road.  Install conservatory to the rear of the property. Cllrs had no objections, but requested that and concerns raised by neighbours be addressed when the application was determined.
WNS/2022/0363/FUL – 15 High Street.  Variation of condition 2 for a revised layout to enhance living area.  Noted.
Applications approved:   None.
Other Planning:
Land East of Northampton Road – Appeal hearing to open on 27th July.

Potterspury Road Solar Farm proposal - Response from Solar 2 Ltd.  They will be submitting a pre-application request to WNC to discuss the proposal further, and would intend to undertake survey work during the spring, with a public exhibition in the summer.  YG & Potterspury had notified the developer of the Councillors who would attend the proposed site visit.
25 Moorend Road – concern had been expressed over the condition of the property, but it was noted that work had recently started and there was now scaffolding over the garage.

Finance Matters
ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 

Clerk’s salary Feb 22= £345.60 (001474).

PAYE Tax = £86.40 (paid by direct debit)

BT Broadband = £31.73 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – Feb 22 = £50.00 (001475).

DNH Contracts – dog bins Feb 22 - £64.56 + £12.91 VAT = £77.47 (001476)
Yardley Gobion Village Hall – room hire 2022 - £40.00 (001477)
Capps MK – mole & rodent control contract = £240.00 (001478)
Keeves Contracting – hedge cutting = £217.25 + £43.45 VAT = £260.70 (001479)
Eden Tree Specialists Ltd – tree work = £860.00 + £172.00 VAT = £1,032.00 (001480)
The Chestnut Club – 60th anniversary celebration = £549.19 (001481)
Viking – stationery = £55.51 + £10.05 VAT = £65.56 (001482)
Proposed by Cllr McCord and seconded by Cllr Wickens.  
PAYMENTS RECEIVED:

Allotment rent = £160.00

Asset Mapping project grant = £290.27* expected

WNC – mowing agreement grant = £484.29* expected

OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds - £37,102.02(11.2.22) SW - £2,088.47 (1.1.22).
Bank reconciliation - 1.10.21 – 31.12.21 – This had been checked by Cllr Weston.  Noted & approved.

Goat Field lease – The draft lease had been sent to the proposed tenant for him to consider.
New website update – Work in progress.  Data had been transferred to the new site, and the staging site was available at yardleygobionpc.teectest.co.uk.  Cllrs were asked to look at the site and advise any feedback.  The Clerk and Cllr Wickens would check out of date info.
Acknowledgement of donation from Macmillan Cancer Care.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting - no issues reported.
Village Trees – Cllr Stephenson & the Clerk were working on replacing the lost pink Hawthorne trees at the entrance to the village, and advised that Nicholsons of Bicester were the preferred supplier.  Cllr Wickens proposed the PC order the trees to ensure they could be planted at the best time.   Seconded by Cllr McCord.  All in favour.  Mr Schumacher had generously offered to plant the replacement trees, and this offer was much appreciated.
Thanks were due to Ms Weston, Mr Roger Weston & Cllr Weston for dealing with a fallen Hawthorne tree.

A tree on the roadside next to the allotments had been identified as being unsafe by a resident.  The Clerk was asked to obtain opinions/quotes for dealing with the tree.  Cllr Wickens proposed a maximum cost of £250.00 if the tree had to be removed.  Seconded by Cllr Curtis.  All in favour.

The Norwegian Maple in School Lane field had been crown raised and reduced back from the neighbouring property whilst maintaining balance and form and would be reviewed again when the tree was in leaf.  Cllr Wickens was disappointed as he considered this work had not solved the impact on a resident’s property problems reported previously.
Allotments – Cllr Curtis advised that whilst some plots were in a really good condition, others would soon need attention.  He would review the situation in a month.  
Village Hall – The Committee was looking for more officers, but was financially secure due to grants received.  Usage was improving, the Hall would be advertised more, and the website would be updated.  Possible damage to the structure had been noted and this required urgent attention.
Recreation Centre – Cllr Weston reported that the Recreation Centre AGM had still not taken place.
Playing fields – From comments on social media it had been noted that the bungalow which had been subject to a boundary dispute was in the process of being sold and this needed to be resolved prior to the exchange of contracts. 
Highways – WNC Highways had asked for rocks on the verge outside a property in Moorend Road to be removed.  Other properties with rocks on the verges had also been identified.
Mowing – The Clerk had asked Complete Ground Management Ltd, Adam Simons and Luke Costello to tender for the mowing contract.  Nothing had been heard from Complete Ground Management Ltd, Adam Simons had indicated that he had not been able to provide a tender therefore Cllr Wickens proposed that Luke Costello be awarded the contract for one year at a sum of £6,065.00, or a three-year contract at £5,500 per year.  Seconded by Cllr Thorne.  All in favour.

 . 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

5th April 2022, 7.15pm in the Village Hall.
Meeting closed 9.05pm.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Mrs Sharp expressed her concerns about Asana Lodge in view of recent events that had occurred there.  Cllr McCord advised he had contacted the CQC, Dame Andrea Leadsom and the WNC Director of Adult Social Services and was awaiting a response.

He further advised that the WNC Budget had been passed by full council last week and Council tax bills would be appearing soon. An amendment he tried to put to remove the green waste charges was defeated by the administration and so there would be a £42 per bin per year charge from 1 April. WNC have been putting out leaflets to inform residents of this change and residents could sign up on the WNC website.

WNC are engaging in a ‘Big Conversation’, anyone can take part and give feedback to WNC.

Despite holding a special council meeting and then a special cabinet meeting WNC deferred the decision again the proposed land deal with Northampton Town Football Club. This may come to the March Cabinet meeting when maybe Cabinet will make a decision. 

He had been in discussion with Britannia Bus to try to get an improved service and he was hopeful that there will be additional services added in the next few weeks. If and when this is confirmed then he would advise the PC and others to try to get this service back to something like its pre covid offer. 


	

	  
	
	
	


