MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 4th March 2025 
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	Cllrs Stephenson (Chair), J Thorne, A Curtis, V Godden, T Robinson & J Hill.
Apologies for Absence: Cllr I McCord
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: None.
Recruitment Campaign – Cllr Godden had prepared a poster for inclusion in The Old Mail and Cllr McCord had advised a cost of £60 + VAT for printing leaflets to be delivered to residents to encourage participation in Parish Council meetings.  Cllrs agreed to go ahead with this.
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 4.2.25 were approved by all Councillors and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened and closed 7.25pm.  Notes attached.
Community Items: Damage to land off Woodville Crescent.  Damage to the grass had been caused recently by a vehicle gaining access.  It was agreed to change the padlock securing the bollard at the entrance.
New Projects: Nothing further to report.
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: 
WNS/2022/1741/EIA – Furtho Pit, Old Cosgrove Road.  Application for full planning permission for the erection of 9 no. employment units, together with a Country Park, ground re-profiling, provision of Flood Storage Area through ground re-profiling.  After discussion Cllr Stephenson proposed that the Council’s previous objections be sent to the Planning Department.  Seconded by Cllr Robinson.
Applications approved: None.
Applications refused: None.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 
Clerk’s salary Feb 25 = £585.84 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £164.50 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £41.75 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – Feb 25 = £50.00 (001668).

Yardley Gobion Village Hall  – room hire - £10.00 (paid online)
Bucks Pest Control – mole control = £112.50 + £22.50 VAT = £135.00 (paid online)
Bucks Pest Control – pest control = £60.00 + £12.00 VAT = £72.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – Coffee Pot field work - £600.00 + £120 VAT = £720.00 (paid online)
Viking – stationery - £75.60 + £15.12 VAT = £90.72 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £40.14
Allotment rent & deposit = £75.00

WNC – Mowing agency = £600.98
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £5,485.54 (26.2.25) Lloyds Deposit - £45,472.73 (26.2.25)
Coffee Pot field lease. Stonegate’s Estates Project Manager had offered a 10-year lease with a break clause for both parties at 5 years, which Councillors had agreed.  A new Project Manager had been appointed, and he promised to bring the matter to a speedy conclusion, but nothing further had been heard, despite regular emails from the Clerk.
Review of Reserves and Earmarked Reserves – after discussion Cllr Stephenson proposed the General Reserve be increased to £15,000 and from the remaining reserves of £49,358.08 after March payments, £11,734 be earmarked for Football Foundation payment, £15,655.47 (which includes the £5,280.47 raised by the Play Area refurbishment group and donated to the PC) be earmarked for play area refurbishment, £585.00 be earmarked for a replacement seat by the Water Tower, £1,500 be earmarked for replacement hawthorn trees at the entrance to the village, and £700 be earmarked for legal costs relating to the lease for the Coffee Pot field.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.

To note breakdown of costs against budget - as at the date of the Agenda an underspend of £1,476.78 for the year 24/25 was reported.
To note and re-approve Document Retention policy. Cllr Stephenson proposed this be noted and re-approved.  Seconded by Cllr Robinson.  All in favour.
To review and approve direct debit authorities.  Current Direct Debit authorities were held by HMRC, BT, N Power, WAVE, Connolly Accountants & the Information Commissioner.  Cllr Stephenson proposed these were necessary for the Council to fulfil its obligations.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.
To note and re-approve the Model Standing Orders. Cllr Stephenson proposed these be noted and re-approved.  Seconded by Cllr Thorne.  All in favour.
To review and approve new Risk Assessment document - this had been circulated to all Councillors and after discussion Cllr Stephenson proposed this be noted and approved.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting –The street light at the junction of Grafton Road with the A508 had been inspected by E.on and the equipment was considered obsolete.  The options were to renew at a cost of £795 + VAT or remove at a cost of £205 + VAT.  Cllr Stephenson proposed the light be removed.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.
Village Trees – Cllr Stephenson had discussed the pink hawthorn trees at the entrance to the village with Gulliver’s Tree Solutions and recommended the purchase and planting of 4 new trees at a cost of £1,500 + VAT from Majestic Trees of St Albans.  Seconded by Cllr Robinson.  All in favour.  
Allotments – Cllr Robinson had visited and inspected the allotments and advised most allotments were looking good, however, the condition of nos 6 and 15 was giving cause for concern and they would be monitored.  The Clerk & Cllr Curtis had met with the pest controller and were happy with his explanation regarding the setting of bait around the allotments.  His report indicated evidence of some rodent activity, which would be monitored.
Recreation Centre – The Recreation Centre’s new Steward and Committee had been settling in.  They were considering 4 projects – provision of a container for storage, new shutters, and solar panels and dealing with the hedge surrounding the field.
Village Hall – The next VH Management Committee meeting would be on 20th March.  A very successful Coffee Morning had been held on 1st March.
Playing fields – nothing to report.
Highways – nothing to report.
Mowing – the mowing contractor had confirmed the costs for this year as remaining the same as for 2024, i.e. £7,920 assuming 16 cuts for verges, Woodville Crescent, Coffee Pot field, School Lane field, play areas, around the seat on Moorend Road and 7 cuts for the allotment track and car park and the urban footpaths.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 8th April, 6.30pm in Chestnut Road Chapel
Meeting closed 8.10pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Notes from Cllr McCord as Ward Councillor


	


I am attending Cabinet tonight. I may get there and may not, or could be late. Cabinet are discussing the Transport Strategy and Climate Change Strategy and another property acquisition in Northampton. 

I have an Update leaflet to circulate around the ward. Its mostly planning based, but that does take up a lot of our casework time. 
Furtho Pit application has a raft of new documents with regards to the flooding and ecology survey.  I have had the deadline extended to end of March for any comments. If the PC is minded to submit comments they could just restate their position with traffic on the A508

I attended a members workshop on the Local Plan – the timetable now is for the next draft to appear in the summer. After the election.

Council tax bills will start to drop in the next week.  

The pre election period will begin 14 March it does not affect what we do as councillors just restricts WNC from making any decisions that may influence how people may vote. 

WNC will open nominations for the elections on 17 March – close of Nominations is set in law at 4pm Wednesday 2 April.  

Council will meet next Thursday 13 March this will be the last one before the elections. 

Litter pick – if the PC can help I will get the kit from Towcester. The Moorend Rd and the Potterspury Rd are both in need.  Ideally we want to get this before the first cut of the grass.

