MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 5th November 2024 
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	Cllrs Stephenson (Chair), J Thorne, Ms L Llewellyn, J Hill, A Curtis, Ms T Robinson, Mrs V Godden & residents Mrs Roberts, Mrs Williams & (on behalf of Yardley Gobion Recreation Centre) Mrs Wedderburn. 
Apologies for Absence: Cllr McCord
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: None
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 1.10.24 were approved by all Councillors, and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.20pm.  Closed 7.30pm.  Notes attached.
Mrs Roberts, Mrs Williams & Mrs Wedderburn leave 7.30pm.

Community Items: The Speed Limit review panel would meet on 12th November.
New Projects – The Recreation Centre were regularising the Land Registry issues.
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: None.
Applications approved: 
2024/3875/TPO – 10 Manor Way.  Crown lift & crown reduction to 1 x Lime tree.

2024/4077/FULL – 41 Eastfield Crescent.  Part two storey part single storey side extension.  3 conditions.

2024/4182/TPO – 60a Moorend Road.  Cut back by 50% 1 x Lime tree.

Applications refused: None.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT:

Clerk’s salary Oct 24 (£585.79) + backpay from April 24 (£125.55) = £711.34 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £177.80 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £41.75 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – Oct 24 = £50.00 (001663).

DNH Contracts – dog bins Oct 24 - £90.00 + £18.00 VAT = £108.00 (paid online)
Yardley Gobion VH – room hire - £20.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £920.00 + £184.00 VAT = £1,104.00 (paid online)
Miss L Ratcliffe – cont to telephone = £22.86

Yardley Youth – payment to Football Foundation for Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund = £2,346.00
The Royal British Legion poppy wreath = £25.00

Npower Commercial Gas Ltd – street lighting - £1,367.77 + £68.39 VAT = £1,436.16 (paid online)
Information Commissioner – data protection registration = £35.00 (paid by direct debit)

Proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr Curtis.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £36.47
Play Area fundraising = £145.00
WNC – 2nd half Precept = £17,059.00
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £9,754.02 (30.10.24) Lloyds Deposit - £50,402.86 (30.10.24), 
Bank reconciliations 1/4/24 – 30/6/24 & 1/7/24 – 30/9/24 – Noted.
Land behind 53/55 Hesketh Road.  The Council agreed they needed to establish the position and Cllr Stephenson proposed Arnold Thomson is engaged to act on behalf of the PC.  Seconded by Cllr Robinson.  All in favour.
Clerk’s Pay Award for 2024/25 back dated to 1 April 2024 announced.  Noted – an increase of 62p per hour.
Request from Yardley Gobion Sports & Social Club for consideration of grants from the Council towards the provision of Fireworks, Children’s parties and Seniors Lunch which are annual events they host for the village residents.  After discussion Cllr Stephenson proposed a donation of £750.00 towards these events.  Seconded by Cllr Curtis.  All in favour.
Dog bin emptying contract.  The Clerk had requested 3 quotes from suitable contractors – 2 had responded with the same quote of £2.50 per bin per week, but Marcus Young fixed the price for 2 years, whereas The Sheild Group reserved the right to increase the price.  Cllr Stephenson proposed the quotation from Marcus Young be accepted.  Seconded by Cllr Robinson.  All in favour. 
Reserves policy – to be distributed to all Councillors for consideration.
Coffee Pot field lease – Stonegate’s Estates Project Manager had offered a 10 year lease with a break clause for both parties at 5 years.  The legal costs were quoted at £700.00 + VAT.  Cllr Stephenson proposed that the PC enter into a new lease, with legal costs of £700.00 + VAT.  Seconded by Cllr Llewellyn.  All in favour.
Request for Councillors to consider purchase of Christmas tree for event on Elm Green.  Cllr Thorne proposed that Cllr Robinson was given delegated powers to purchase a tree up to the value of £150.00.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  Cllr Robinson abstained – all others in favour.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – Nothing to report.
Village Trees – Cllr Stephenson had asked Gulliver’s Tree Solutions for advice about the pink hawthorn trees at the entrance to the village to see if any action was required, and was awaiting their response.
Allotments – Letters regarding the condition of 3 plots would be hand delivered to the plotholders concerned, and if nothing was heard Cllrs would give consideration to issuing notices to quit.
Recreation Centre – The Recreation Centre were advertising for a new steward.  A full programme of events was planned for residents during the next few months.  Queries had been received concerning the mowing contract and the cutting of School Lane playing field.  The Council’s contract runs until the end of the 2027 season, and neither the Council nor the contractor wish to make changes.  However, the contractor has offered weekly cuts rather than fortnightly, but the cost of these extra cuts would have to be borne by the Recreation Centre.
Village Hall – The VH Management Committee next meeting was on 21st November, and the new booking officer had taken over. A Christmas Fayre would be taking place on 30th November.
Playing fields – nothing to report.
Highways – Further to the gritting review and pressure from Cllr McCord, Yardley Gobion has now been added to the precautionary gritting network, however, the Council may have to be responsible for 2 more grit bins, which are along the route anyway. Councillors very happy with this outcome. 
Mowing – The mowing season had now finished, but the contractor would be asked to quote for cutting the hedge in the Coffee Pot field, clearing the Coffee Pot field near Chestnut Road, and completing the clearance of the footpath leading from the Warren Road garages to the BT Exchange.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 3rd December 2024, 7.15pm in the Village Hall. 
Meeting closed 8.35pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Mrs Wedderburn outlined the Recreation Centre’s plans for the village for the remainder of the year, and asked if Councillors would consider giving a grant towards the Children’s Halloween party, the Fireworks, the Children’s Christmas party and the Seniors Christmas lunch.

Mrs Williams asked about the possibility of purchasing the land behind 53/55 Hesketh Road that was owned by the Parish Council.  Cllr Stephenson advised that the Council needed to establish the position with regard to the land with the Council’s solicitors.
Cllr McCord had advised that Planning was quiet, WNC’s budget was being worked on and there was a meeting to discuss the ramifications of the Chancellor’s recent budget with regard to Local Authorities.

 


	

	   
	
	
	


