MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 4th November 2025 
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	Ms L Stephenson (Chair), Mrs J-A Taylor, I McCord, Ms T Robinson, Mrs L Williams & L Coleman, C Robinson & Ms S Wilkinson-Hargate & WNC Cllr Dabbs & Cllr Jack Evans, Youth Advisory Council member, residents Mrs G Brack & Mr Richard Weston & Richard Morgan – Solar2 Representative.
Apologies for Absence: Cllr Godden
COUNCIL MATTERS
Declaration of Interest: Cllr Taylor declared an interest in Agenda item 8.1 l).
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 7.10.25 were approved by all Councillors and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.17pm, Closed 7.46pm.  Notes attached.
COMMUNITY ITEMS – Village Festival 2026.  Councillors were happy to support this community project.
NEW PROJECTS – In order for School Lane field to be registered and the play area transferred officially to the PC a valuation had been required, which had been obtained and forwarded to the PC’s solicitors to submit to the Land Registry.
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: None.
Applications approved: None

Applications refused:  None. 

Other Planning:  None.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 
Clerk’s salary Oct 25 = £604.38 (paid online).
PAYE Tax & Nat Ins = £201.76 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £44.23 (paid by direct debit)
Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – October 25 = £50.00 (001674).

Yardley Gobion Village Hall  – room hire - £10.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £920.00 + £184.00 VAT = £1,104.00 (paid online)
Lloyds Bank Account fee - £4.75
E.on – Street light repair at Franklin Court - £65.00 + £13.00 VAT = £78.00 (paid online)
Miss L Ratcliffe – contribution to telephone - £25.08 (paid online)
Arnold Thomson – fee in connection with land between 51/53 Hesketh Road - £14.00 + £2.80 VAT = £16.80 (paid online)
Npower Commercial Gas Ltd – Street lighting 1/7/25 – 30/9/25 - £1,334.55 + £66.73 VAT = £1,401.28 (paid by direct debit)

David Taylor – purchase of padlock for allotment gate - £20.50 (paid online)
Royal British Legion – Poppy Wreath - £25.00 (paid online)
WAVE (Anglian Water) allotment water - £37.38 (paid by direct debit)

Howkins & Harrison LLP – valuation of School Lane playing field - £315.00 + £63.00 VAT = £378.00 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr C Robinson.  All in favour (Cllr Taylor took no part in voting for this Agenda item)
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £22.10
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £6,230.91 (30.10.25) Lloyds Deposit - £48,826.86 (30.10.25)
Review of donations 25/26 – Councillors considered donations including the formal request from  Yardley Gobion Sports & Social Club for consideration of grants from the Council towards the provision of Fireworks, Children’s parties and Seniors Lunch which are annual events they host for the village residents, and after discussion Cllr Stephenson proposed that the Council in accordance with its powers under Section 142 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, was in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and would benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure – a donation of £500.00 to The Old Mail and a donation of £750.00 towards the YGRC events mentioned earlier. Also, that the Council, in accordance with its powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in its opinion, was in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and would benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure – Willen Hospice - £350.00, Royal British legion - £25.00 and Warks & Northants Air Ambulance - £500.00.  Seconded by Cllr T Robinson.  

Breakdown of Costs YTD 31/10/25 – Councillors had been provided with details of the YTD costs, which showed all areas apart from legal costs which had been incurred were within budget, and the reserves were looking healthy. 
Bank reconciliation 1/7/25 – 30/9/25 – noted.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – Nothing reported in the village, although Cllr McCord reported there were still issues with the lights around the Super Sausage on the A5.
Village Trees - The village tree survey is awaited.
Allotments – Cllr Taylor had visited and inspected the allotments.  However, the condition of some was giving cause for concern – the holders of plots 15 and 2 had been given until the end of October to tidy their plots, but little had been done.  The Clerk would attempt to make contact. Plot 31 had carried out some clearing, but Councillors did not feel this was sufficient and the tenant was to be advised they would not be able to renew their tenancy next year.  
Recreation Centre – Cllr T Robinson advised that the Club would be holding the usual firework display and Xmas parties.
Playing fields – The Yogi bin was still wobbly and Cllr Coleman would be asked to investigate.
Highways – Nothing to report.

Mowing – End of season.

Police Liaison report – Cllr Williams advised that she was very disappointed with the Police response to the vandalism and theft at the allotments.  She also reported cars had been stolen in the local area. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
2nd December 2025 – 7.15pm Yardley Gobion Village Hall
Parish Council Meeting

Meeting closed 8.10pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Mrs Brack introduced the idea of Festival Week 2026, with the theme ‘Our house in the middle of our street.’  A week of events was planned beginning on 9th May and any involvement from the Parish Council would be welcomed as part of this community project.

Mr Richard Weston advised the events that YGRC had planned for this winter and asked if Councillors would consider contributing to the cost of these.  (Details of the request had previously been circulated to all Councillors).

Mr Morgan, the MD of Solar2 advised that 196 objections and 6 representations in support of the application had been lodged on WNC website. The main objections were loss of agricultural land,  visual impact,  loss of natural habitat,  increase in traffic & lack of site suitability.  The proposed grid route was through Potterspury, along the A5 to the Old Stratford roundabout, though Old Stratford and into the Milton Keynes area en route to the point of connection at Bradwell Abbey.  Cllr McCord pointed out that MK Council had raised objections to this route.
Cllr Jack Evans from the Youth Advisory Council mentioned the Cake and Debate event to be held on 24th November at The Guildhall. Unfortunately the survey asking what young people were concerned about was not yet live.  During October he had attended PC meetings at Potterspury, Towcester & Blisworth, and WNC Cabinet.  On 6th November he and 3 other members of the Youth Parliament would be attending the House of Commons.
Ward Cllr Dabbs advised that things were quiet at WNC and the budget was awaited from the Government.
As Ward Cllr, Cllr McCord noted the financial challenges faced by WNC.  He had had a meeting with Gallagher Developments regarding their masterplan for Old Stratford to be constructed on land between Old Stratford and Deanshanger.  He also mentioned fly tips by the allotments and the Super Sausage.

	


