MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 3rd October 2023 
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	Cllrs L Stephenson (Chair), J Hill, T Robinson, J Thorne, R Weston, Cllr I McCord & Ward Cllr Pritchard & residents Ms Stapley, Mrs Wedderburn, Mr Shepherd, Mr Singleton & Ms Goodger.
Apologies for Absence: Cllrs A Curtis & L Llewellyn
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: None.
The Chair and the Clerk would be attending the NCALC Annual Conference on 7th October on behalf of the PC.  
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 5.9.23 were approved by all Councillors, and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.15pm.  Closed 7.50pm.  Notes attached.
7.50 pm Ms Stapley, Mrs Wedderburn, Mr Shepherd, Mr Singleton & Ms Goodger leave.

Community Items: 
WNC - Bus Service consultation – Cllr Stephenson would publicise this on social media and she and the Clerk would respond on behalf of the PC.

New Projects: 
PLANNING MATTERS 
Applications received: 
2023/6991/FULL – 21 Warren Road.  Part two storey and part single storey side and part single storey rear extension with external alterations to ground and first floor layouts. Councillors had no objections but requested that any concerns raised by neighbours be addressed when this application was determined.  Cllr McCord took no part in discussions.

 Mount Pleasant Farmhouse – tree works to remove T1 Sycamore & T2 Thuja in the conservation area.  Noted.
Applications approved: None.
Applications refused: None.
Other Planning: 
The Old Packhorse – Proposal to stop up 3 irregular shaped areas of highway to the north of High Street. Noted.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT:

Clerk’s salary Sept 23 = £533.50 (001649).
PAYE Tax = £133.40 (paid by direct debit)
Clerk’s expenses – Poppy Wreath = £28.98 (001650)
BT Broadband = £38.92 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – Sept 23 = £50.00 (001651).

DNH Contracts – dog bins Sept - £72.00 + £14.40 VAT = £86.40 (paid online)
Yardley Gobion Village Hall – room hire - £20.00 (001652)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £500.00 + £100.00 VAT = £600.00 (paid online)
E.on – street lighting maintenance - £170.00 + £34.00 VAT = £204.00 (paid online)
PKF Littlejohn LLP – Limited assurance review of AGAR for y/e 31/3/23 - £210.00 + £42.00 VAT = £252.00 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr Weston and seconded by Cllr Thorne.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Play Area fundraising = £652.35 (+ £1,000.00 cheque not yet banked). 

Lloyds Bank interest = £6.39
OTHER  

Bank balances – Lloyds Current - £6,005.97 (28.9.23) Lloyds Deposit - £10,106.39 (28.9.23), Scottish Widows - £2,100.74 (1.7.23)

Breakdown of costs against budget – presented and noted.

Reserves - £16,904.39 was available, which included £10,000 as a general reserve, an amount that was recommended by JPAG. 

Request from Cubs and Beavers for consideration of a donation towards their visit to Brownsea Island.

Request from The Old Mail for consideration of an increased donation towards the costs of producing the magazine.

Request from Yardley Gobion Recreation Centre for donations towards the provision of Children’s Halloween Party, Firework Display, Children’s Christmas Party & Senior Christmas Lunch.
In view of the above requests, and bearing in mind the amount for donations in the budget was £2,500, it was agreed that the F&GP Committee should meet to discuss all donations and also look at future commitments, then report back with their recommendations to the next PC meeting.
Annual Governance & Accountability Return y/e 31/3/23.  The audited AGAR was presented to the Council and Cllr Stephenson proposed that it be approved and accepted and thanked the Clerk for her attention to detail and diligent financial housekeeping throughout the year.  Seconded by Cllr McCord.  All in favour.  No matters requiring the issue of a separate additional issues arising report had come to the attention of the external auditors and the certified AGAR and Notice of Conclusion of Audit would be displayed as required on the noticeboard by the old Post Office and on the website.  
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – No problems reported.
Village Trees – It was agreed that Gulliver’s Tree Solutions be asked to look at the hawthorns at the southern entrance to the village, and advise what action, if any, was recommended.

A resident had indicated that they considered tree 1919 in School Lane field was too high, and Gulliver’s would also be asked to look at this tree and give their recommendations.
Allotments – The Clerk was asked to obtain a quote for cutting the allotment site hedge – Cllr Stephenson proposed approval with a maximum cost of £300.00 + VAT.  Seconded by Cllr McCord.  All in favour.

Village Hall – No report.
Recreation Centre – Further to the report on the play area Councillor McCord would speak with WNC about obtaining a recycling bin for use in the play area. 
Playing fields – The Clerk was asked to obtain a quote for cutting the Coffee Pot field hedge – Cllr Stephenson proposed approval with a maximum cost of £300.00 + VAT.  Seconded by Cllr Robinson.  All in favour.
Highways – In answer to a query Cllr Robinson confirmed she & Mr Coleman had checked the grit bins and they contained sufficient grit.
Mowing – The area by Warren Road garages required attention, however, Cllr Thorne noted that overall, the mowing was carried out very professionally and the contractor was doing a good job.  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 7th November 7.15pm Village Hall
Meeting closed 8.25pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Mrs Wedderburn outlined the Recreation Centre’s plans for future events and asked Councillors to consider a donation towards the cost.
Mr Shepherd was concerned about potholes and overhanging vegetation along Moorend Road.  He was advised he could report these directly on Fix My Street.

Ms Goodger explained that a trip to Brownsea Island was planned for the Cubs and Beavers in 2024 and asked Councillors to consider a donation towards the cost.

Mr Singleton outlined plans for next years Festival of Transport and asked Councillors to consider a donation towards the costs involved.
As Ward Councillor, Cllr McCord explained that the process for obtaining a school place in September 2024 opened on 8th September.  He mentioned the consultation on the Interim Bus Policy was now running until 12th November.  He was writing to WNC to ask for a cohesive policy about road closures, as on one occasion the A5 and the A508 were both closed.  Both the Environment Agency and the Wildlife Trust had posted objections to the Furtho Pit application.
Cllr Pritchard mentioned that one application for homes in Deanshanger had been withdrawn and another could be refused.  A one-way system through Passenham was under consideration and the Local Area Partnership was gathering momentum. 

	

	   
	
	
	


