MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 5th September 2023 
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	Cllrs L Stephenson (Chair), J Hill, T Robinson, L Llewellyn, J Thorne, A Curtis & R Weston & residents Ms Davies & Mrs Taylor (Play Area Refurbishment Group), S Hill & D Sharp (Football).
Apologies for Absence: Cllr I McCord & Ward Cllr Pritchard 
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: 
Cllr Stephenson declared an interest in Agenda item 8.1j)
Cllr Llewellyn declared an interest in Agenda item 7.1 a)
Invitation to NCALC Annual Conference 7th October 10am – 1pm at Moulton Community Centre.  The Chair and the Clerk agreed to attend on behalf of the PC.
Resignation of Mr Nigel Wickens as Councillor and declaration of a Casual Vacancy.  The Clerk was asked to record the Council’s thanks for his contributions during the time he had been a member.

Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 1.8.23 were approved by all Councillors, and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.20pm.  Closed 7.33pm.  Notes attached.
7.33 pm Ms Davies, Mrs Taylor, S Hill & D Sharp leave.

Community Items: 
Closure of Moorend Road – 20th September.  Anglian Water planned to rechamber a fire 
hydrant
Community Governance Review – Councillors considered the matter carefully but they had no comments to make.

New Projects: See Public Open Session notes.
PLANNING MATTERS 
Applications received: 
2023/6257/ADV – St Leonard’s Church.  New replacement 3-bay notice board.  Cllrs voted to support this application.
2023/6419/FULL – 21 High Street.  Remove existing timber casement windows & replace with new white upvc flush casement windows.
Cllrs voted unanimously to object to this application as they considered that the existing casement windows should be replaced like for like - i.e., with timber not upvc.  Additionally, this property is a significant building in the street scene and adjacent to listed buildings, and is itself in the Conservation Area.

Applications approved: 
2023/5188/TCA – 12 Moorend Road.  T1 walnut tree – reduce crown by 25%-30%.  1 condition.

2023/6079/ADV – 1-2 School Lane.  1 x fascia, 1 x hanging sign, window vinyls & ACM panels.  1 condition.
Applications refused: None.
Other Planning: 
WNS/2022/EIA – Furtho Pits, Cosgrove Road.  Miscellaneous documents.  Councillors had already objected to this application.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT:

Clerk’s salary Aug 23 = £533.50 (001642).
PAYE Tax = £133.40 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £38.92 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – Aug 23 = £50.00 (001643).

DNH Contracts – dog bins July/Aug 23 - £162.00 + £32.40 VAT = £194.40 (001644)
Yardley Gobion Village Hall – room hire - £10.00 (001645)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £1,00.00 + £200.00 VAT = £1,200.00 (001646)
Viking – stationery - £51.11 + £9.04 VAT = £60.22 (001647)
Ei Group Ltd - Coffee Pot field rent 1/1/ 2023 – 30/9/23 - £112.50 + £22.50 = £135.00 (001648)
Cllr Curtis took the Chair for this Agenda item.

Ms L Stephenson – mileage to attend CPRE Planning meeting at Great Houghton 22 miles @ 45p per mile = £9.90 (paid online).
Proposed by Cllr Weston and seconded by Cllr Hill.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Play Area fundraising = £380.29 

Scottish Widows interest = £4.83
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £8,908.96 (30.8.23) Lloyds Deposit - £10,100.00 (30.8.23), Scottish Widows - £2,100.74 (1.7.23)

Breakdown of costs against budget – presented and noted.

Reserves - £17,340.40 was available, which included £10,000 as a general reserve, an amount that was recommended by JPAG. 

Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – The hedge which obscured a light in Brownsfield Road had been very quickly trimmed by the residents.
Village Trees – Cllr McCord had reported work carried out to the Tulipa tree outside No 40 Hesketh Road, the subject of a TPO, to WNC Enforcement.
Allotments – Allotment plot 22 had not been worked on during 2023 and the plotholder had not responded to emails and letters from the Clerk.  Cllr Stephenson proposed that notice to quit be served on the plotholder.  Seconded by Cllr Llewellyn.  Cllr Curtis abstained – all others in favour.  The plotholder would be given until 15th September to remove any personal items and then the plot would be re-let.

Village Hall – Committee meetings had now reverted to bi-monthly, and the next would be on 21st September.  Plans were going ahead for a Christmas Fair on 25th November and next year’s Festival of Transport.
Recreation Centre – Further to the report on the play area Councillor Weston would speak with the Recreation Centre Committee about recycling arrangements as the play area bins were often full of recyclable material.
Playing fields – Football pitches have been re-aligned, and there are now 2 adult teams playing in addition to the Youth teams.

Highways – The closure of Moorend Road on 20th September was noted.
Mowing – Some areas of the village still required attention, however, Cllr Thorne noted that overall, the mowing was carried out very professionally and the contractor was doing a good job.  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 3rd October 7.15pm Village Hall
Meeting closed 8.30pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Ms Davies and Ms Taylor attended to brief the Council on the progress they had made with the play area refurbishment project.  The gofund.me page had raised £529.54 and John Lewis had promised £1,000.  A bake sale was planned for 16th September, and local businesses were being contacted to ask for contributions.

Messrs Hill and Sharp attended to advise the Council on the work that had been carried out on the football pitches on School Lane Playing Field.  They asked if the pitch grass could be cut to a higher standard than at present, but were advised that as it was a recreation field it was cut accordingly.

Mrs Robinson suggested that local businesses could put advertisements on the railings around the play area at a cost of £200.00 each.  Cllrs applauded this fundraising initiative and had no objections.


	

	   
	
	
	


