MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 1st September 2026 
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	Cllrs Ms L Stephenson (Chair),  Mrs V Godden, C Robinson, L Coleman, Ms T Robinson,  I McCord & Mrs L Williams & residents Mr & Mrs Gamman,  Mr & Mrs Crisp,  Mrs Sharp,  Mr Novakovic,  Mr Findull,  Mr Roger Weston &  Mr A Webb.
Apologies for Absence: Cllr Mrs S Wilkinson-Hargate & Tristan Robinson – Thakeham Homes
COUNCIL MATTERS
Declaration of Interest: Cllr Godden declared an interest in Agenda item 7.1 c) and took no part in any discussions.
Previous Meeting: 

Matters arising: None.
Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 4.8.26 were approved by all Councillors and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.18pm - Closed 7.39pm. Notes attached.
COMMUNITY ITEMS – 
Nightingale Land Consultation – After discussion, Cllrs agreed the following response – ‘Yardley Gobion Parish Council wish to object to the proposed residential development at the land off Hesketh Road, Yardley Gobion.  The scheme is backland development, outside the village confines and not policy compliant.  There are also significant concerns about access to the proposed site along narrow residential roads.’  Cllr McCord took no part in discussions.
Neighbourhood Plan Working Group Report – Cllr Williams reported that the Group had held a couple of meetings.  There were 13 members and they hoped to produce a draft single issue plan by Christmas. Terms of Reference and a Communication Engagement Plan were drawn up and all areas for possible development had been identified.  The Group were hoping to have a beech tree and an oak tree designated as TPO’s.  They were also trying to determine who owns the track between 51 & 53 Hesketh Road.
NEW PROJECTS – 
The application for the grant from FCC Communities Foundation was ‘in progress’, and a decision was expected during September.
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: 
2026/3204/LDP – 99 Hesketh Road.  Lawful development certificate (proposed) to replace flat garage roof with 35 degree pitched roof with hipped front, convert garage into habitable space & fenestration changes.  Noted.
2026/3193/FULL – Land & Buildings at Moorend Road.  New cabin proposed for on site management of existing orchard.  After discussion Cllr Stephenson proposed Councillors object to this application as there is no justification given for this permanent structure in the open countryside.  Due to the size and specifications they have also concerns about its possible future use.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All others in favour – Cllr McCord abstains.
2026/3251/COND & 2026/3255/COND – The Old Pack Horse.  Partial discharge of Condition 3 of planning permissions WNS/2022/2287/FUL & WNS/2022/2288/LBC.  Noted.
Applications approved: None
Applications refused: None.
Other Planning:  
Yardley Road Solar Farm – 2025/2767/MAF.  The CPRE had responded to WNC with a 7 page 
objection to this application. Sarah Bool MP had also objected to this application.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 
Clerk’s salary August 26 = £604.38 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £151.00 (paid by direct debit)
Nat Ins = £50.76 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £48.23 (paid by direct debit)
Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – August 26 = £50.00 (001686).

Yardley Gobion Village Hall – room hire August - £10.00 (paid online)
Lloyds Bank Account fee - £5.65
L C Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – Mowing Contract - £920.00 + £184.00 VAT = £1,104.00 (paid online)
KRW Accountants – payroll  - £13.00 + £2.60 VAT = £15.60 (paid by direct debit)
Bucks Pest Control allotment site - £60.00 + £12.00 VAT = £72.00 (paid online)
Bucks Pest Control mole control - £112.50 + £22.50 VAT = £135.00 (paid online)
PKF Littlejohn LLP – Limited assurance review of AGAR 31/3/26 - £210.00 + £42.00 VAT = £252.00 (paid online)
Yardley Youth – payment to Football Foundation for Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund = £4,694.00

(paid online)

Proposed by Cllr Godden and seconded by Cllr Williams.  All in favour.
Payments Received:
Lloyds Bank interest = £20.
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £4,560.92 (25.8.26) Lloyds Deposit - £43,023.19 (25.8.26)
Annual Governance & Accountability Return y/e 31st March 2026 - The audited AGAR was presented to the Council and Cllr Stephenson proposed it be approved and accepted. Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.  No matters requiring the issue of a separate additional issues arising report had come to the attention of the external auditors and the certified AGAR and Notice of Conclusion of Audit were to be displayed as required on the noticeboard by the old Post Office and on the website for an agreed minimum of 14 days as proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr Godden.  Copies of paperwork would be available to residents for a payment of £5.

Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – Nothing to report.
Village Trees – 
The hawthorn trees at the entrance to the village had been inspected and 3 or 4 were noted as dead or dying.  Quotations to remove them would be obtained.
A hedge in Moorend Road that had been reported as encroaching had been dealt with.
Allotments – A quotation to replace a water trough had been obtained in the sum of £455 + VAT for a 1200mm one.  Cllrs felt this was rather more than they wished to spend and asked if a more economical option could be explored.
Recreation Centre – Cllr T Robinson would attend the next Committee meeting, and advised there were no concerns raised at the recent meeting.
Playing fields – The spikes above the swings required replacing.
Highways – The Potterspury Road was still closed for gas pipe work and the footpath from Lime Road to School Lane playing field had been repaired.  
Mowing – No problems reported.
Urgent Business

The Chair to advise whether they have agreed to any items of urgent business being admitted to the Agenda – There were no items of urgent business.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
6th October 2026 – Time & Venue TBA
Meeting closed 8.10pm.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION

Mr Crisp was concerned about the openness of Neighbourhood Plan Group meetings – Cllr Williams advised that all residents were welcome to join the Group and there would be regular updates concerning the work carried out.

Mrs Sharp was concerned about traffic leaving the village when the allocation of an extra 55 houses was built.  She was advised that all residents could comment when an application arrived.
Mr Hill expressed his concerns about all the roadworks locally where it appeared that nothing was happening and was advised this was a Highways matter.

As Ward Cllr, Cllr McCord advised that the Planning Policy Committee would meet on 14th and the Agenda would give an idea of what sites would be considered for development after the new National Planning Policy Framework brought in a number of changes in August.

	


