MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 2nd September 2025 
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	L Stephenson (Chair), V Godden, , Mrs J-A Taylor, I McCord,  Mrs L Williams & residents Mr & Mrs Weeks,  Mr Watson & Mr Richard Weston.
Apologies for Absence: Ms T Robinson, Ms S Wilkinson-Hargate & L Coleman & WNC Cllr Dabbs.
COUNCIL MATTERS
Declaration of Interest: Cllr Williams declared an interest in an item to be raised in Public Open Time and took no part in voting.
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 5.8.25 were approved by all Councillors and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.20pm, Closed 7.30pm.  Notes attached.
COMMUNITY ITEMS – Nothing to report.
NEW PROJECTS – Nothing to report
PLANNING MATTERS
Applications received: .

2025/2767/MAF – Land near Yardley Gobion.  Proposed solar farm, associated infrastructure 

including underground cable route, internal access tracks & landscaping.  Cllrs had previously 
voted to object to this application and the Council’s response had been circulated. 
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 
Clerk’s salary Aug 25 = £679.44 (includes back pay of £75.00) (paid online).
PAYE Tax & Nat Ins = £234.87 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £44.23 (paid by direct debit)
Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – August 25 = £50.00 (001672).

Yardley Gobion Village Hall  – room hire - £20.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £1,380.00 + £276.00 VAT = £1,656..00 (paid online)
Lloyds Bank Account fee - £4.25
E.on – disconnect PL13 - £205.00 + £41.00 VAT = £246.00 (paid online)
Miss L Ratcliffe – contribution to telephone - £22.86 (paid online)
Bucks Pest Control – Mole control contract - £112.50 + £22.50 = £135.00 (paid online)
Bucks Pest Control – Allotment pest control - £60.00 + £12.00 = £72.00 (paid online)
PKF Littlejohn LLP – Limited assurance review of AGAR 31/3/25 - £315.00 + £63.00 VAT = £378.00 (paid online)
Yardley Youth – payment to Football Foundation for Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund = £2,346.00 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour. .
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £33.52
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds Current - £7,345.69 (28.8.25) Lloyds Deposit - £46,788.48 (28.8.25)
Coffee Pot field lease progress – Stonegate Ltd had refused to incorporate or remove clauses suggested by the PC’s solicitor so Cllr Stephenson reluctantly proposed Arnold Thomson be instructed to complete the formal lease between Stonegate Ltd & YGPC.  Seconded by Cllr Williams.  All in favour.
Annual Governance & Accountability Return y/e 31st March 2025 - The audited AGAR was presented to the Council and Cllr Stephenson proposed it be approved and accepted and thanked the Clerk for her attention to detail and diligent financial housekeeping throughout the year.  Seconded by Cllr Godden.  All in favour.  No matters requiring the issue of a separate additional issues arising report had come to the attention of the external auditors and the certified AGAR and Notice of Conclusion of Audit were to be displayed as required on the website, and on the noticeboard by the old Post Office for an agreed minimum of 14 days as proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr Godden.  Copies of paperwork would be available to residents for a payment of £5.

Bank reconciliation 1/4/25 – 30/6/25 – Noted.
YTD breakdown of costs against budget – 1/4/25 – 31/8/25 – Noted. This showed an underspend of just over £5,000 in the 5 months to 31st August.
Clerk’s Pay Award for 25/26 back dated to 1 April 2025 announced – Noted – an increase of 99p per hour.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – The light at the junction of Grafton Road/A508 had been disconnected and the light in Franklin Court had been repaired.
Village Trees – The planting of the new trees along the High Street at the entrance to the village would take place on 12th September, and Gulliver’s Tree Solutions would be carrying out their tree survey during September.
Allotments – Cllr Taylor had visited and inspected the allotments and advised most allotments were looking very good, with a lot of work taking place.  However, the condition of no 17 was still giving cause for concern as no work had been carried out recently and the plotholder would be asked to make urgent contact with the Clerk. The Clerk was also asked to make contact with the holder of plot 28 requesting them to arrange for the plot to be tidied to stop weed growth affecting neighbouring plots. Plot 31 remained a long term problem with no solution in sight.  The new gate padlock had disappeared and Cllrs reluctantly agreed to reimburse plotholder Mr Beauchamp who had purchased a new one in the sum of £20.
Recreation Centre/Village Hall – no reports.

Playing fields – Playsource Ltd were currently carrying out remedial work on the play area.
Highways – Cllrs T Robinson & Coleman would be asked to check the contents of the village grit bins before winter. 
Mowing – No concerns raised.  
Police Liaison report – Cllr Williams advised that her request for a speed van in the village had been refused – hand held devices were suggested instead.  Cllrs did not feel the use of these was appropriate.  Cllr Williams had looked into the cost of installing road safety equipment and Cllrs discussed whether speeding was a serious enough problem in the village to invest in speed indicators.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
7th October 2025 – 7.15pm Yardley Gobion Village Hall
Parish Council Meeting

Meeting closed 8.10pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Mr & Mrs Weeks expressed their interest in the PC’s response to the solar farm planning application.
Mr Richard Weston expressed his support for the solar farm planning application.

Mrs Williams asked the PC to consider adopting the track between 51 & 53 Hesketh Road to remove confusion and give peace of mind to the residents nearby.
As Ward Cllr, Cllr McCord noted the peaceful protest outside MK Hotel, and that WNC had now issued planning contravention notices to all three sites housing asylum seekers.  The proposal for the Drovers Way site at Potterspury, which included self-build houses as well as shared ownership/rented accommodation would be discussed at the Non-Strategic Planning Committee meeting on 4th September, where he would be objecting to the application.

	


