MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 14th May 2019
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	Cllrs Ms L Stephenson (Chair), A Curtis, G Phillips D Novakovic, R Weston, I McCord. 
Apologies for Absence: Cllr Hill.
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest:  None. 
Previous Meeting: 

The Minutes of Meeting held 2.4.19 were approved by all Cllrs, and agreed/signed as a correct record.  
Matters arising:  
Open Forum: Formally opened 8.30pm.
Formally closed at 8.35pm.

Comments attached.

Planning:

Applications received:    
S/2019/0722/PA – Queens Oak Farm, Potterspury Lodge. Change of use of an agricultural building to a dwelling house.  Cllrs commented as follows "Councillors consider that prior approval is required (under Class Q of Part 3 of the above Order) for the change of use of an agricultural building to a dwelling house."

S/2019/0833/NMA – The Poplars, 4 Chestnut Road.  Non-material amendment to add copings on the east elevation of the single storey side extension.  Noted.
S/2019/0888/FUL – 5-6 Mount Pleasant.  Single & first floor rear extension & alterations.  Cllrs were minded to object to this clear attempt to divide the house into two, but the application was invalidated prior to commenting.
Amendments:                  None.
Applications granted:      None. 
Applications refused:       None.
Applications withdrawn:  None.
Outstanding Applications/Other planning.  S/2019/0152/FUL – Badger’s Farm (Cosgrove Parish) – Change of use of land from agricultural grazing land to green burial meadow.  Approved with 10 conditions.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT: 

Clerk’s salary April 19 = £391.12 (001186).

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas and pocket park – April 19 = £50.00 (001187).

BT – broadband - £30.50 – (paid by direct debit.)

DNH Contracts – dog bins – April 19 - £64.56 + £12.91 VAT = £77.47 (001188).

The Ground Care Company – mowing contract April & May - £585.00 + £117.00 VAT = 702.00 (001189).

Northants CALC – Membership subscription (includes internal audit service & Data Protection Officer fee) - £740.88 (001190).
E.on – street lighting - £714.04 + £142.81 VAT = £856.85 (001191).
WAVE/Anglian Water Business – allotment water bill - £41.75 (paid by direct debit.)

TBS Building Supplies Ltd – Grit bin refill - £312.18 + £62.44 VAT = £374.62 (001192).

Miss L Ratcliffe – contribution to telephone bill = £23.13 (001193)
E.on – Remove & store lighting column & lantern from Franklin Court - £410.00 + £82.00 VAT = £492.00 (001194)
E.on – 10 new lanterns to replace obsolete lanterns - £2700.00 + £540.00 VAT = £3,240.00 (001195)
Proposed by Cllr Novakovic and seconded by Cllr Weston.  Authorised by all Councillors.

Payments Received

Allotment rent = £55.00

Field rent = £120.00

Scottish Widows interest = 0.05p.

OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds - £25,366.19 (12.4.19) SW - £2,08792 (1.4.19).

Workplace Pension scheme.  The Clerk did not wish to be placed in a Workplace Pension scheme.

Annual Return 31st March 2019

All Cllrs had received a copy of the Annual Return and all supporting paperwork.  Cllr Weston had carried out an independent audit previously.  Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement was read out to the meeting.  Cllr Stephenson then proposed that Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement - be received, noted and approved.  Seconded by Cllr Curtis.  Approved by all Cllrs.  Cllr Stephenson as Chairman and the Clerk then signed the Annual Governance Statement on behalf of the PC.  
The Clerk as RFO had previously signed & dated the Accounting Statements prior to presenting them to the PC.  Cllr Stephenson proposed that Section 2 – Accounting Statements - be received, noted and formally approved.  Seconded by Cllr Curtis.  Approved by all Cllrs.  Cllr Stephenson as Chairman then signed the Statement of Accounts on behalf of the PC.
To agree insurance provider from 1/6/19 – 31/5/20 & to seek delegated authority up to £800.00 for Chair & Clerk to deal in time for policy renewal before the next meeting.   2 quotations had been received but it appeared that whilst one was more competitive the companies were not quoting like for like and more investigation was required.  Delegated authority up to £800.00 was proposed by Cllr McCord & seconded by Cllr Curtis.  All in favour.                                            LR & LS
Committee Reports:
HIGHWAYS/R.O.W./MOWING/STREET LIGHTING/OVERHANGING VEGETATION
Street Doctor – The Clerk was asked to report potholes at the entrance to Grays Lane & at the edge of the road past Moorend Manor.  
Adoption of Franklin Court – now Highway maintainable. Noted.

10 street lamps had been replaced around the village.

Branches of a chestnut tree on Chestnut Green had broken off – Cllr Weston offered to remove these.                                                                                                                                    RW
PLAYING-FIELD/VILLAGE TREES 

Monthly play area inspection reports.  No real problems reported.                                                                                                            
Coffee Pot field - A draft lease document had been received from Enterprise Inns, and after discussion the Clerk was asked to respond as follows ‘Thank you for your email confirming the amendment to the permitted use clause. We note the Sixth Schedule where the Lease provides for an annual rent increase in line with RPI.  This is a recreational field for community use and not commercial premises and we would ask that the rent be fixed for the 5 year term of the Lease.

Provided we can reach agreement on that issue then acceptance of the terms would be recommended at the next Parish Council meeting.’
ALLOTMENTS  

Cllr Curtis advised that he would be checking the allotments again at the end of next week. Plots 8 & 13 would need dealing with & he asked for delegated authority of up to £30.00 to pay Mr Huffer for clearing them.  Approved by all.  Cllr Curtis also noted that he would be writing to all allotment holders regarding rubbish that had been left on empty plots & advising that any extra expenditure incurred would be recovered from plotholders.                                                TC                         
Parish Council land adjoining allotments at Yardley Gobion.   An email had been received commenting on the removal of part of the hedgerow along the Potterspury Road.  The Clerk was asked to write to the occupant of the field drawing attention to guidance on the timing of hedge cutting & asking them to be mindful of the potential of nesting birds.  Future work should be carried out outside the nesting period in order to protect wildlife.  
POCKET PARK 

The Park was nice & tidy & looking good and with no evidence of any problems.                                        

Y G VILLAGE HALL  

It had been brought to the attention of the Committee that an Asbestos Management Survey was required prior to any work being carried out, and this was in hand.  Afternoon Teas and Coffee Mornings continued to be well supported.                                    
Y G RECREATION CENTRE
A new steward had been appointed, but unfortunately some long standing Committee members would not be standing for re-election in August.
Date of next meeting:


4th June 2019 – 8pm in the Village Hall.
Meeting closed 9.40 pm.
Open Forum

As District Cllr, Cllr McCord advised that the 2 new Unitary authorities covering Northamptonshire would commence in April 2021, apart from the children’s services, which were in trust and would commence in July 2020.  The next Parish Council elections would be aligned with the authority elections.  Cllr Richard Dallyn was stepping down as Chairman of the District Council and Cllr Rosie Herring would be taking over.

	

	
	
	
	


