MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 2nd May 2023 
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	Cllrs L Stephenson (Chair), R Weston, I McCord, J Hill, N Wickens, T Robinson, L Llewellyn, J Thorne & A Curtis & Ward Cllr Pritchard, & residents Mrs Wedderburn, N Schumacher & Ms Davies.
Apologies for Absence: None
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: Cllr Weston declared an interest in Agenda item 7.2a), Cllr Curtis declared an interest in Agenda items 8.1f) & 8.1 o)
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 4.4.23 were approved by all Councillors and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 8.38pm.  Closed 9.10pm.  Notes attached.
Community Items: Britannia Bus – FOI request.  The PC had been asked if they had ever contributed financially to Ability (Northants) CIC, and the Clerk had given a negative response.   
New Projects: 
Request for consideration of a contribution towards the new play area. Cllr Wickens recommended the PC make a contribution of £5,000 now and £5,000 next year to this project.  After a robust, and at times, heated discussion Cllr Curtis proposed the PC agree to support the project, the amount to be agreed at a later meeting.  Seconded by Cllr Robinson.  Cllr Weston abstained – all others in favour.  Cllr McCord then proposed that the Finance & General Purposes Committee should meet and put forward their recommendations.  Seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed without dissent.
Request for consideration of a contribution towards the cost of a new boiler from YGRC.  Deferred to the F & G P Committee for recommendation.
PLANNING MATTERS 
Applications received:  
2023/5096/LBC – 28 High Street. Repair/replacement of internal rafters and ridge pole to enable safe re-thatching.  Cllr Stephenson proposed ‘no objections.’ Seconded by Cllr Llewellyn.  All in favour.
WNS/2022/1741.EIA – Furtho Pit, Old Cosgrove Road.  Application for full planning permission for the erection of 9 x employment units – the objection from the Environment Agency was noted.

Other Planning: 
Potterspury Road Solar Farm – No further information.
Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT:

Clerk’s salary Apr 23 = £533.70 (001604).
PAYE Tax = £133.20 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £40.23 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – Apr 23 = £50.00 (001605).

DNH Contracts – dog bins Apr 23 - £66.00 + £13.20 VAT = £79.20 (001606)
Yardley Gobion Village Hall – room hire - £20.00 (001607)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £500.00 + £100.00 VAT = £600.00 (001608)
Zurich Municipal – PC insurance = £602.87 (001609)
WAVE (Anglian Water) – allotment supply = £185.70 (paid by direct debit)

Npower Commercial Gas Ltd – street lighting - £800.00 + £160.00 VAT = £960.00 (001610)
Npower Commercial Gas Ltd – Christmas tree lighting – 87p + 4p VAT = 91p (001611)
Miss L Ratcliffe – contribution to telephone - £21.99 (001612)
Viking – stationery - £60.78 + £12.16 VAT = £72.94 (001613)
NCALC – NCALC Membership, Internal Audit Service & Data Protection Officer fee - £798.58 + £53.20 = £851.78 (001614)
Mr A Curtis – Float valve for allotment water tank repair = £6.81 (001615)
Proposed by Cllr Stephenson and seconded by Cllr Hill.  All in favour.
OTHER  

Bank balances as at last statements – Lloyds - £23,465.93 (24.4.23) SW - £2,092.62 (1.1.23).
Goat Field lease – This had been signed on behalf of the PC and the lessee advised he had returned his signed copy to the solicitors.  
Internet Banking – The card reader and PIN for the Chair were awaited.
Advice from DNH Contracts of increase in price for emptying to £3.00 per bin.  Noted.
Bank reconciliation 1/1/23 – 31/3/23 – This had been checked by Cllr Weston.  Noted & approved.  
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – Awaiting invoice for the final tranche of lighting refurbishment which had been carried out.  E.on had been requested to repair and raise the street light outside 60B Moorend Road.  Cllr McCord would check whether the work had been carried out. 
Village Trees – The village tree survey was awaited. Complaints had been made concerning the encroachment of the hedge along Budge Road and this had now been trimmed by the resident concerned.
Allotments – A complaint had been made from a plotholder concerning the roots of willow trees in the adjoining Goat Field, which were extending into and encroaching on his plot.  Cllr Curtis offered to speak with the tenant of the goat field.  A resident had offered more manure for the site, but this was politely declined as what was there was not being used at present.
Village Hall – Cllr Curtis reported the AGM would be held on May 18th.  There was notification in The Old Mail, Facebook, on noticeboards and via a village wide leaflet drop as at present there was no Chair and no Treasurer.  If no one came forward at the AGM the Hall might have to close.
Recreation Centre – Nothing further.
Playing fields – no problems to report. 
Highways – The Clerk had reported the damaged wall at the Coffee Pot to WNC Highways.
Mowing – Cllr Thorne confirmed that the VH was now included in the mowing contract.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 6th June 7.15pm Village Hall
Meeting closed 9.45pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Mr Schumacher asked whose responsibility the hedge along the Potterspury Road at the side of the Goat Field was.  (Cllr Curtis would speak with Mr Schumacher outside the meeting regarding this.)  He was asked to write to the Clerk advising his plans.  

Mrs Wedderburn spoke about the need for a new boiler at YGRC.  When serviced in 2022 the engineer had reported that this boiler was no longer manufactured and should be replaced as some parts were showing significant wear due to age as replacements were unlikely to be available.  The quotation for a new boiler was £3,060 and on behalf of YGRC Mrs Wedderburn was seeking support from the PC and a donation towards the cost.

Ms Davies spoke about the plans for a new play area in the village.  3 quotations had been received between £82,000 and £132,000 and these fulfilled the criteria set by FFC Community Action Fund for a grant towards the project.  However, 10.75% of the cost (between £8,200 and £13,200) was required prior to applying for a grant.  The Group had been working with the school and engaging with the community, and whilst not having raised any funds so far, would be looking towards obtaining other grants.  
As Ward Councillor, Cllr McCord advised that contracts had been exchanged on the BHS/M&S buildings in Abington Street, Northampton, and they would be converted into apartments.  Work had started on the Market Square.

As Ward Councillor, Cllr Pritchard mentioned the new Planning Committee structure, advised that the Strategic Care initiative was coming to fruition, and £100k had been given by NHS for improvements to Stony Stratford surgery and £60k towards improving Deanshanger surgery. The car park on the old Co-Op site had now opened, and whilst WNC had been given money to deal with local potholes, responsibility for the condition of the A5 remained with Highways England.  Mr Weston asked if any funding for TADD was proposed and Cllr Pritchard would look into this.

Finally, WNC AGM would be held on 18th May at 5pm.

	

	   
	
	
	


