MINUTES OF YARDLEY GOBION PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 7th November 2023 
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	Cllrs L Stephenson (Chair), T Robinson, J Thorne, R Weston, A Curtis, L Llewellyn, I McCord & resident Ms Taylor.
Apologies for Absence: Cllr Hill 
COUNCIL MATTERS 
Declaration of Interest: Cllr McCord declared an interest in Agenda item 7.1 a).
Previous Meeting: 

Agreement as a true record:  The Minutes of meeting held 3.10.23 were approved by all Councillors, and agreed/signed as a correct record. 

Matters arising: None.
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION:   Opened 7.20pm.  Closed 7.35pm.  Notes attached.
7.35 pm Ms Taylor leaves.

Community Items: 
New Projects: 
PLANNING MATTERS 
Applications received: 
2 Grays Lane – tree works to reduce T1 Silver birch & shape to ensure the safety of the tree in close proximity to properties in the conservation area.  Noted.

Applications approved: 
2023/6257/ADV – St Leonard’s Church.  New replacement 3-bay notice board.  3 conditions.

Mount Pleasant Farmhouse – tree works to remove T1 Sycamore & T2 Thuja in the conservation area.  No objections.
Applications refused: None.
Other Planning: 
Invitation to WNC Planning Briefing 30th November 10am.  Interested Councillors to contact the Clerk.

Finance Matters

ACCOUNTS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT:

Clerk’s salary Oct 23 = £533.50 (paid online).
PAYE Tax = £133.40 (paid by direct debit)
BT Broadband = £38.92 (paid by direct debit)

Mrs Schumacher – caretaking of play areas – Oct 23 = £50.00 (001653).

DNH Contracts – dog bins Sept - £72.00 + £14.40 VAT = £86.40 (paid online)
Yardley Gobion Village Hall – room hire - £40.00 (paid online)
LC Hedging & Grass Maintenance Ltd – mowing contract - £500.00 + £100.00 VAT = £600.00 (paid online)
Information Commissioner – data protection renewal fee £35.00 (paid by direct debit.) 

Debif 4 Life – Charge pack & pads - £145.29 + £29.06 VAT = £174.35 (paid online)
Bucks Pest Control – pest control service for allotments April – September – (£120.00) and monthly mole inspections and treatment April – September – (£225.00) = £345.00 (paid online)
Wave (Anglian Water) – allotment water bill = £162.96 (paid by direct debit)

Ms L Ratcliffe – contribution to telephone bill = £21.99 (paid online)
TEEC Ltd – website hosting 23/24 - £153.99 + £30.80VAT = £184.79 (paid online)
Npower Commercial Gas Ltd – street lighting - £1,051.94 + £52.60 VAT = £1,104.54 (paid online)
Proposed by Cllr Robinson and seconded by Cllr Weston.  All in favour.
Payments Received:

Lloyds Bank interest = £9.66
Scottish Widows interest = £7.24

Allotment deposit = £40.00

OTHER  

Bank balances – Lloyds Current - £6,594.27 (2.11.23) Lloyds Deposit - £20,116.05 (2.11.23), Scottish Widows - £2,107.98 (1.10.23)

Breakdown of costs against budget – presented and noted.

Reserves - £17,833.97 was available, which included £10,000 as a general reserve, an amount that was recommended by JPAG & £2,302.64 ringfenced for the play area refurbishment. 

Bank reconciliation 1/6/23 – 30/9/23.  This had been checked by Cllr Weston.  Noted & approved.  Cllr Weston was thanked for carrying out this task.

F&GP Committee’s recommendations for grant allocation & future financial commitments.  Further to the recent F & GP Committee’s meeting reviewing PC Grant aid the following recommendations were made:   That the Council in accordance with its powers under Section 142 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, was in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and would benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure – an increased donation of £500.00 to The Old Mail. Also, that the Council, in accordance with its powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in its opinion, was in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and would benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure – Royal British Legion - £28.98,  Willen Hospice - £350.00, Warks & Northants Air Ambulance - £500.00, YGRC - fireworks - £400.00 & Children’s Christmas Party - £100.00, & Cubs & Beavers trip to Brownsea Island - £200.00.  The amount in the budget for donations was £2,500, therefore with the previous donation of £700 to the Recreation Centre to assist with the replacement of a boiler, the recommendation was to use £278.98 from reserves to facilitate the above grants.  Cllr McCord proposed that the recommendations as read were approved.  Seconded by Cllr Stephenson.  All in favour.
It was agreed that the F&GP Committee should meet in December look at future commitments & the Precept and then report back with their recommendations to the January PC meeting.

Authority to pay Npower Business Solutions by direct debit.  Timing in invoices had resulted in Npower threatening to charge interest on outstanding payments – payment by Direct Debit was recommended to avoid this.  Proposed by Cllr Stephenson & seconded by Cllr Llewellyn.  All in favour.  Cllr Stephenson and the Clerk were authorised to sign on behalf of the PC.
Councillor Reports: 
Street Lighting – No problems reported.
Village Trees – Gulliver’s Tree Solutions had recommended that 5 hawthorns needed attention in the form of reducing back from the pavement and also reducing in size and generally tidying up and quoted £500.00 + VAT for the work.  Cllr Stephenson proposed this quotation be approved.  Seconded by Cllr Robinson.  All in favour.
A resident had indicated that they considered tree 1919 in School Lane field was too high, and Gulliver’s had recommended a reduction of 20% and the crown be thinned to let more light through.  The resident had indicated they were happy with the quotation provided and therefore Cllr Stephenson proposed Gulliver’s be instructed to carry out the work.  Seconded by Cllr Robinson.  All in favour.

Allotments – Inspection pending.
Village Hall – There will be a Committee meeting next week.
Recreation Centre – A very successful Firework Display had taken place, and the next Committee meeting was planned for 21st November. 
Playing fields – the Coffee Pot hedge had just been flailed.  No problems reported.
Highways – request for closure of part of the High Street – 1st June 2024.  No objections.  Cllr McCord had reported fly tipping along the Potterspury Road.
Mowing – The area at Old School Lane required attention, however, Cllr Thorne noted that overall, the mowing was carried out very professionally and the contractor was doing a good job.  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 5th December 7.15pm Village Hall
Meeting closed 8.20pm.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Ms Taylor updated Councillors with the progress being made by the Play Area Refurbishment Group.  The grant application was being prepared and a formal quotation & plan were awaited.  Some equipment was scheduled for refurbishment. 

As Ward Councillor, Cllr McCord noted that the process for obtaining a school place in September 2024 was open.  

	

	   
	
	
	


